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THE PEACE RIVER DISTRICT 


The Peace River District of Canada has been for many years the subject 
of much interest and speculation. Alluring tales from adventurous pioneers of 
its wonderful resources, its charming climate and varying scenery, had long since 
lent to the district that charm of romance which distance and uncertainty blend 
with glowing promises. Now the land so long famed by legend and mystery is 
being proved a reality. Modern transportation has brought the district to our 
doors, and our keen searching trials and tests are proving it to be all and more 
than it was represented to be. The tales were not myths; the truth was not 
half told, and every day added treasures of the district are being unfolded to 
our eyes. 

This district, the drainage basin of the Peace River, lies in the northern 
parts of the provinces of Alberta and British Columbia. It extends approxi- 
mately from latitude 54° to 59° north and from longitude 112° to 125° west, and 
is a part of the great Mackenzie River drainage basin. Falling away from the 
Rocky mountains, it embraces a part of their eastern slope, and sweeps east- 
ward and northward over a huge plateau extending to Lake Athabaska and the 
Athabaska and Slave rivers. 

The area of the Peace River drainage basin is over one hundred and fifteen 
thousand square miles. It is divided between the two western provinces as 
shown in the following table :— 


TABLE of Areas—Peace River District 


Province Square Miles Acres 
(Approx. ) (Approx.) 


JARS GET AA SEI Ede ape eRe N22 Yr he ae Or ner ei iis 66,395} 42,492,800 
Pei SHM@ Ol Oitmaa. te i ere eee ee Oe RRR ec ss gate Are ae 49 ,367| 31,594,880 
MPSS a ra tcy bea Are NC, AAT lee 2a aR a nF 115,762) 74,087,680 


Of this vast area, the greater part falling within the province of Alberta, 
especially the territory lying immediately to either side of Peace river, is proving 
suitable agricultural land, either for mixed farming or ranching. To this must 
be added a block of three and a half million acres known as “‘The Peace River 
Block,” lying within the province of British Columbia and adjacent to Alberta. 
The balance of the British Columbia area, while containing much valuable 
agricultural land in various valleys, is principally a mountainous region. With 
those portions of the Alberta area lying at the headwaters of the various tribu- 
taries of the main river it forms a vast area of mineral and timber resources, 
the extent of which is only beginning to be realized. 


8 The Peace River District. 
The Peace River 


The Peace river itself, beautiful and majestic, has its origin in these eastern 
slopes of the Rockies of northern British Columbia. It flows through mountain 
canyons and broad prairies for some eight hundred miles till its waters are 
joined by those of the mighty Athabaska, to sweep northward to Great Slave 
lake. This huge lake, a veritable inland ocean, feeds the Great Mackenzie 
river, which flows northward a thousand miles and drains an area of over half 
a million square miles. 

Two large mountain rivers, the Finlay and the Parsnip, the one flowing 
southerly, the other northerly, unite their waters at Finlay at the foot of mount 
Selwyn, towering 3,000 feet above them, and the larger river thus formed by 
their confluence is known as the ‘‘Peace.’’ From this inspiring source, with an 
initial width of 300 feet, the Peace runs in an easterly direction through the 
mountains and foothills to burst forth at Hudson Hope, on the upper limit 
of the Peace River block, into the vast plateaus it drains. 

Below Hudson Hope it widens out and flows with a‘uniform current through 
a valley cut deep across the surrounding plains. Fort St. John, British Columbia, 
is on its left limit in the Peace River block. Dunvegan is also on its left bank, 
in Alberta, and here is located a ferry where the old wagon road from Edmonton 
crossed to continue to lake Saskatoon. Finlay, Hudson Hope, Fort St. John, 
and Dunvegan are still practically trading posts, but little changed from early 
days. Some sixty miles below Dunvegan, the old settlement of ‘‘Peace River 
Landing,” or ‘Peace River Crossing,” has given way to the new thriving town 
of Peace River, now linked with steel to Edmonton and the ‘‘outside.”’ 

This point on the river was formerly reached from Edmonton by a two or 
three weeks’ trying stage journey over a trail that spelt discomfort and hardship 
at every turn, whereas now one can travel by rail with all the comforts of dining 
and sleeping cars in twenty-six hours over practically the same route. From 
here modern steamboats ply up and down the river, a ferry crosses it, and a 
giant steel bridge has recently been built to span it, and allow the rails to push 
farther west and north. 

From ‘The Crossing,’ as this town is locally known, the river’s course is 
almost due north some two hundred and fifty miles to the old historic trading 
post of Fort Vermilion ,where another ferry has recently been provided; thence 
easterly again to the rapids and falls of Vermilion chutes. Navigation is here inter- 
rupted again. Below the chutes the river winds northeasterly till it is joined 
near the northwest end of lake Athabaska by the waters of this lake and the 
Athabaska river. From the confluence of these great waters the larger river 
formed takes a new name, the ‘‘Slave,’’ and the Peace loses its identity in the 
union. The Slave flows northerly to Slave lake, broken once by a series of 
rapids from Fitzgerald to Fort Smith, on the northerly boundary of Alberta. 

It will be seen that the Peace is divided into three great sections. Above 
Hudson Hope it is navigable from the head of Rocky Mountain Canyon to 
Finlay. Navigation also extends ninety. miles additional up the Finlay and 
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some distance up the Parsnip. From Hudson Hope to Vermilion chutes large 
steamers ply regularly during the open season. Below the chutes the river is 
navigable to its mouth, from where navigation extends down the Slave as far 
as Fitzgerald, also on lake Athabaska and up the Athabaska river as far as 
McMurray. t199 

As shown in the following table, the Peace itself is some eight hundred 
miles in length. It varies in width from three hundred feet at its head to a 
mile and a half at the chutes. 


TABLE of Distances*—Peace River. 


Sections From TO Miles 
(Approx.) 

1 Head ‘(Finlay Forks)... 00-07 4 Head of Rocky Mountain Can- ; 
SOIL sc Aue Maris MOR GRS ETC <0 ay. Seek Renae 2 
2 Head of Rocky Mountain Canyon| Hudson Hope (foot of Canyon). 20 
5 TLUGSOn LL Oper ete, oe ree Fort ota Ohind: oot ast eek ane ai! 
4 HOrt Sta Ole ss 904s reyes eer Dun vepan ies 30 as pa eee 117 
5 DUN Vera il mee cote ee erg 2 Peace River (Crossing).......... 61 

6 Peace River (Crossing)..........| Mouth of Notikewin (Battle 

RaWer scat. ata eee ee 96 
iu Mouth of Notikewin..... hs Say Gareajou: Points: <ipites on mies 59 
8 Catea OURO aad eects a eeets POravermilion: ; - ene. ieee 93 
9 PorteVermilionetss. 62. sees Vermiliony Cnutes eee, cca 50 
10 Nero O.niites ty mae dad ae oc Mouth (Slave River), ans: +. 7 oe 188 
otal eae eee 807 











*Topographical Surveys Branch, Dept. Interior, Ottawa. - 


Climate 


The climate of the Peace River District is excellent, and remarkably moder- 
ate considering the latitude. The air is pure and bracing: in winter clear and 
crisp, and in summer dry and balmy. Extremes of temperature, sudden changes, 
and severe storms are very rare. The winters are by no means mild but are 
very dry, with clear skies, little snowfall, and few winds. Blizzards are unknown, 
but the mild Chinook winds occasionally sweep through the mountain passes 
from the warm Pacific, giving pleasing respites of balmy days to break the 
monotony of a steady cold. Spring comes early and quickly; the snow. soon 
disappears, and the ground is dry in a few days. Ice on the lakes and rivers 
breaks up during the latter part of April or early in May. Seeding usually 
begins early in April, sometimes in March, and at Fort Vermilion about the 
first of May. Most of the rainfall occurs in June and July. The average 
precipitation for the full year is about twelve or thirteen inches. 

The summers are remarkable for their long days and short nights. For 
three months there is almost continual light, the nights being merely a couple 
of hours semi-darkness, except when the sky is overcast. The days are warm. 
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but the heat: is not sultry or murky. The nights are cool and conducive to 
rest. Summer frosts, hail storms, or fierce winds are very rare. These are 
the growing days when vegetation makes its remarkable progress to compensate 
for a short. séason.. The long, cool evenings are especially pleasing after the 
day’s heat. | 

Harvest commences about the middle of August. September is an espe- 
cially pleasant month. The days are still warm, but the nights grow colder 
and the flies disappear. Life in the woods is at its best during this month. 
October brings heavier frosts, and the ice forms late in this month or early in 
November. Winter can usually be expected early in November, though mild 
weather until Christmas in not uncommon. 

The rigours of the climate need not be feared, but houses should be sub- 
stantially built to withstand the cold spells. Warmly clad, a person enjoys 
the out-of-door life at any time during the winter. Taken the year round, the 
climate is healthy and pleasant, and conducive to active and vigourous outdoor 
life. . 

The following tables, taken from official meteorological records, give some 
interesting information obtained at different points throughout the district :— 


TABLE of Meteorological Records*—Fort Vermilion 


19157 = Temperature Precipitation 
Total 
Month Highest Lowest Average | Rainfall | Snowfall- | reduced_ 

(inches) (inches) to rain 
analy e3c. ce are 38 —53 —9-2 0-00 2-0 0-20 
BED Uary ssn t) eee 28 —43 0-2 0-00 S125 0-35 
March girs aneil sighs) eee 55 —23 17-4 0-00 8-0 0-80 
sah Sh el Bok dcaiee aoe weer aes \ NS be 69 16 43-1 1-20 0-0 1-20 
VAY Sie sed renee rive 24 48-4. 2-19 0-0 2-19 
Piles ots aicysn cu pees. 83 18 Ca) 1-08 0-0 1-08 
ilye eee scien ees 85 SZ 59-2 1-60 0-0 1-60 
PRUIGTISE MOG are ne 92 Sy) 61-7 1-97 0-0 1-97 
september? o54:-csnedaca: 78 15 43-0 0-38 0-0 0-38 
OCOD hae de are 70 0 29-7 0-55 ifs) 1-30 
INOVELIDED? <2) osetia 34 —28 4-7 0-00 3-8 0-38 
Wecem berry. cians soya 34 — 38 —1-3 0-00 8-3 0-83 
otal ee. 255 92 —53 29-1 8-97 33-1 12-28 





*Meteorological Service of Canada. 
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TABLE of Meteorological Records*—Peace River Crossing and Grande Prairie 








Peace River 











Month 








| SSERCRAIAGT. 0, A seca Re nae ee 
CSREES ie ee a oe ae 


Oye Salettigae 20h een PRR Nee nO mere be ee Ieee 


*Meteorological Service of Canada. 











1915-16 


Months 


Pept CMG teeta: way tiea eh eae aot ek ele 
IDG EGDE Tay ewe etree iui ey es eect Selene Sale 
Rus iil ie Gave paths cust he ene taco tle r.scnaie 
Oe cer DOH ce Meee Seto cl ars Hoos Gus, Ora alee 
AE WORSE RUC ec aco ial trae Mee ee a Agr ea 
SUL Gu ee meee ira, Vote mite ete A atc 2 

















(Crossing) Grande Prairie 
1918- 1916- 
Average Precipita- Average Precipita- 
Tempera- tion in Tempera- tion in 
ture inches ture inches 
—5 0-85 —15° 1-20 
3 0-80 16 0-30 
19 0-91 17 1223 
45 0-45 40 1-31 
Sw 0-42 48 0-22 
oy 2-83 5/ 0-41 
60 0-92 56 3-98 
61 1-88 56 0-47 
oh) 0-29 49 0-52 
35 0-66 Al 0-56 
21 0-20 26 0-20 
10 PSH) 6 1-50 
Fn eda Sache 10-36 Ota oe 11-90 
TABLE of Meteorological Records*—Sunshine at Fort Vermilion 
No. of days | No. of days Total Average 
with without hours sunshine 
sunshine sunshine sunshine per day 
28 Di 222-9 7°43 
25 6 254-0 8-19 
30 0 Soke Z 11-90 
28 8 S20, 10-53 
28 3 305-0 9-83 
27 5 173-0 5.376 
20 if 97-5 3-14 
22 8 89-7 2-99 
17 14 60-5 1-95 
20 1 83-4 2-69 
a7 A 161-2 5-55 
23 8 156-5 5-04 


NT eases eee eee clr hn ogee eh eet: RN eet 























*Meteorological Service of Canada. 
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Soil 


The soil of the greater part of the district is especially suitable to the 
growing of grains, grasses, and vegetables. The valleys of the upper sections are 
very rich in river silt and black and sandy clay loams. Clay, sandy clay and 
black loam, with a subsoil of the same, are the prevailing soils of the entire district. 
Occasional sand ridges, usually covered with jack pine, are found, but these 
comprise a very small percentage of the area. Some good land is covered with 
light muskeg or is marshy, but much of this can be easily drained. The usual 
run of soil is free from alkali, and well adapted to growing wheat. The district, 
generally speaking, is level or slightly rolling. 

Very little gravelly land occurs, and field stones and small boulders are 
found only in restricted areas, and even there in small numbers. Generally 
speaking, the entire district is exceedingly fertile, the percentage of barren land 
being practically nothing. Numerous rivers and streams of pure water provide 
the district at large with this necessary resource. 

The question of obtaining water on each quarter-section or in every small 
locality requires careful study. There are considerable areas of plateau lands 
where surface water is not found at all seasons of the year and where the under- 
ground supply lies at a considerable depth. Locators will do well to give this 
subject their careful attention. Many artificial reservoirs have been created 
by building dams across coulees or ravines. They have been made to serve the 
needs of the earlier years till wells could be secured. In the Fort Vermilion 
district good water is usually found at.depths of from 18 to 40 feet. Other sec- 
tions find water at depths of 50 or 60 feet, while less favoured districts do not 
find water above the 100-foot level. A number of well-drilling rigs are now at 
work in the drier areas and do not appear to meet with any difficulty in obtaining 
satisfactory supplies of this vital fluid. 

Richly productive and easy to till, the soil of this district is inviting to the 
farmer and gardener. Bountiful yields, with a minimum of labour, tend to 
encourage the increase of production and maintain the quality of produce. 

The lover of flowers or kitchen gardens is richly repaid for a few minutes 
spent in planting and caring for the house garden. Flowers and vegetables 
grow with a wonderful energy, and spread cheer and profit alike. 


*The following is an analysis of a sample of soil taken from the prairies of 
Pouce Coupé :— 


Woy Et 0) «ste a ene are oe arc er HE gy! s/s) help Maka eal ee ae, oa he eR Bale 2-80 per cent. 
oss Dysemitionie,.. £.conee kicks 2 Soe eaaare Oe ene Means ne eee oe 8-20 He 
Enso blest s. siete sve Gayot Bae a fies pce ee ae Ten eacee et er ee 77-61 < 
ORIde Ob POM sche sc. Bis cat ss 2s Dic en, Cee eee Pen ee ee ee 3-50 4s 

Pc Ghchoibhe tc AN bape, Sena Parnas Sac sete, Men ue WME RC Tee G0 A ot cacao alma mloch 4) 5-70 ne 
[Oi newenerenta er eee oT aCe Rare ee ss i ee ee ee 0-60 . 
[0 62 1-1 ea tare ak dea ere a POM CMAs Sere gly is rk ere SE one Be ee De 0-81 s 
PHOSHBOTICZACIG pitta’, Gash cle wchcete ae et ice he tet OF er ae) A ee ee 0-20 “ 
INITEO SONS AK ic cre tat» Sater occ d eo uue fa} eae Shee mea a cal ena anna CU ea se 0-44 * 
Al Ka lile te vscs Grae ieteede <b iaceeey ae 2 'at ae epee. uae ee ee ee ee None.— 


*Dept. of Lands, Victoria, B.C. 





Photos by He He Kurro,, DIAS: 
Oat Field on Grande Prairie 





Photombysia lis KittOw base 
Young Cattle on Summer Range at Saskatoon Lake 
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14 The Peace River District. 
Timber 


Much has been written about the vast prairies and lightly wooded sections 
of the Peace River District. While these are extensive, the greater portion of 
the district, taking into account the mountain slopes and deep valleys of its 
outer bound, is thickly wooded with valuable timber. The principal varieties 
include fir in the mountains, spruce, pine, tamarack, birch, poplar, cottonwocd, 
and willow. The upper reaches of the district, including the mountains and 
foothills, are especially well wooded, but timber of good dimension is found in 
all the valleys throughout the entire district. Many large islands occur at 
intervals along the Peace, and these are all thickly wooded with fine straight 
spruce. Valuable timber limits on the Wapiti are yet untouched. The North 
and South Pine rivers, the Smoky, the Whitemud, and the Notikewin (Battle) 
are well wooded; while farther east and north the Wabiskaw contains millions 
of feet of untouched timber. At Fort Vermilion there are three sawmills, with 
planing and shingle machines, and all building material required there is cut 
and manufactured locally. Peace River is well supplied with mills, and others 
are being installed throughout the district as required. 

With the continued settlement and opening up of the district, the lumbering 
industry will assume greater proportions. While the hard woods and more 
valuable specimens of soften woods are not generally found, the wealth of the 
forests is still very great. Spruce is extensively used for lumber. Other woods 
yield logs for building, fencing material, ties, mine timbers, and fuel. Much 
pulpwood is availabl>. Extensive forests of beautiful white poplar also exist. 
Excepton the open prairies, a sufficient supply of timber is found to meet all 
the requirements of the settler for many years. 


Mineral Deposits.* 


*By CHARLES CAMSELL, B.Sc. 
Geological Survey of Canada. 


Prospecting for mineral deposits in the basin of Peace river has nowhere 
been of an extensive character, and by far the greater portion of the basin has 
never been visited by the prospector. Both metallic and non-metallic deposits 
are, however, known to occur in considerable quantities, the former in the 
region west of the Rocky mountains, namely, in the basins of Finlay and Omineca 
rivers, and the latter in the eastern slope of the Rockies and the region to the 
east of them. 

The great rush of placer miners into the Caribou gold fields in 1860 led 
to the discovery of gold on the Parsnip river in 1861, and in the following year 
on the Finlay. Soon after this the famous Omineca fields were discovered, 
which, in their history, have yielded about one million dollars’ worth of gold. 
The easy rich diggings of this field were, however, exhausted in a few years, 
and the miners gradually pushed their way down stream, working bars on the 
Peace and its tributaries wherever they found pay rich enough to stand the 
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high cost of mining. Bars were worked as far down as Hudson Hope and. 
even to the mouth of Battle river, but the gold was found to become finer as: 
distance from the mountains increased. Very fine gold has been carried as far 
down stream as Fort Vermilion, but the difficulty of recovering this is too great 
to make it worth while mining. Placer mining is still being carried on in the 
upper waters of the Peace river, but the total production is comparatively 
small, and until transportation is provided that will allow the large-scale opera- 
tions of dredging or hydraulicking to be carried on, a larger yield is not to be 
expected. 

Gold quartz veins occur at mount Selwyn and on Omineca river, and large 
veins of silver-bearing galena have been known for many years near Manson. 
No actual lode mining has, however, yet been undertaken. 

Seams of coal are exposed in Rocky Mountain Canyon above Hudson Hope, 
and, though only two or three feet in thickness, are of excellent quality and 
higher grade than most of the Western Canadian coals. Coal measures also 
outcrop to the south on Pine river, and on the headwaters of Smoky river, and 
contain coals which have been classed as bituminous and, in one or two of the 
seams, as anthracite. The possible area of these fields, therefore, is large, and 
the quality of the coals indicate that this is one of the most important coal fields 
of Western Canada. Lower grade coal has been found lower down Peace river 
at the town of Peace River and in Red Willow river. 

Springs of natural gas and tar rising to the surface at several points in the 
valley of Peace river suggest that reservoirs of both these substances exist at 
depth in the rocks below. Drilling has been undertaken at two or three points 
to tap these reservoirs, and in a well near Peace river a heavy flow of gas was 
struck, at a little over 1,000 feet in depth. Some heavy oil was also obtained 
which, by pumping, would amount to a few barrels daily. 

Beds of gypsum, ten to fifty feet in thickness, are exposed on both banks of 
Peace river near Peace point for a distance of 15 miles, and it has been estimated 
that there are over 217,000,000 tons of this naterial adjacent to the river, much 
of it very favourably situated for mining. Salt is associated with the gypsum 
in the country north of Peace point, and some hopes have been entertained for 
the finding of potash in association with the salt and gypsum, as it is in certain 
parts of the world. 

While all the mineral deposits of the Peace River District are still in an 
undeveloped state, it has been fairly satisfactorily proved that there is a large 
amount of coal, gas, and gypsum, and the settlers of that district can be assured 
of an adequate supply of coal and gas for fuel and power, and of gypsum for 
building purposes, as soon as there is sufficient demand to warrant the develop- 
ment of these deposits. 


* * * %* * * * * * * * * me 


Two samples of coal from near Hudson Hope, and a sample of crude oil 
from the McArthur well near Peace river, were submitted to the Director of the 
Mines Branch, Department of Mines, for examination. The reports of analyses 
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made by the Chief Engineering Chemist of the Division of Fuels and Fuel Test- 
ing of this branch are shown following :— 


I REPORT OF ANALYSIS 
OTTAWA, January 7, 1918. 


SAMPLES of Coal collected beside tributary streams of Peace River, near Hudson Hope, B.C. 


Samiplesmark, <..%o. eon ees at wee eee eae ae “Gethings”’ ““ Carbon ”’ 
Raboratory sample muiaber . Meee a ere ete 12412 1213 
Moisture condition of sample (see note)......... Re Dp: R. D; 
Approximate Analysis: 

Moisturet <4 Aare tear te eet ee re oe 2, 1-6 1-5 

Ase ccpccsd vteeue oe: Tene eas ee 0 2-9 3-0 2-1 2-1 

Volatile matters: eure eee ee oe 25-1 25-5 20-5 20-8 

Fixed carbon (by difference)........5.... % 70-4 71-5 75-9 77 +1 
Fuel ratio, fixed carbon-volatile matter.......... 2-80 2-80 3-70 3-70 
Cokino'propertics munca iene ea een Forms fair coke Barely agglomerates 
Remarks :— 


1212—From Gethings creek. 
1213—From Carbon river. 


Note.—Figures in column “ R”’ refer to fuel as received, and in column ‘‘ D”’ to fuel dried at 
105° C. The analyses were made on the fuel as received, and other results calculated 
therefrom. . 


(Sgd.) E. STANSFIELD, Chief Engineering Chemist. 


ITSREPORTZOR ANALYSIS 
OTTAWA, January 3, 1918 
1218— ; 
Crude Petroleum—sample taken 14 miles below town of Peace River, 50 feet from edge of 
cut bank. Received December 3, 1917. 

The sample was a black, very viscous oil, with an odour resembling kerosene. 

Water which had separated on standing was neglected in the subsequent examination. 

(a) Specific sravity ates Gn GOL Mapes ee crn ec tseiane eer) eee 0-987 

(b) Distillation Tests— 

1. As the oil contained considerable quantity of water, and direct distillation was difficult on 
account of frothing, the crude oil was diluted with xylene and distilled, the xylene in the 
distillate being neglected. A 500-c.c. distilling flask was used, and the distillation was 
carried out by the continuous method. 


The results of the distillation were as follows:— “ 


Per cent by Volume. Nature of Product. 


. Watery te cecsy tcc re ee seaed et eee ere 3:5%G 
Below 150° Cosh. cas Pe ee a ec a ene iar eee 0-0 (naphtha) 
150-3008 IG. 12.0' Migrants ge tek eee ee eer ere 10-4% Burning oils. 
Residtie (by difference). .4.... aera © ae hie ee ee 86-1% Lubricating oils, coke, etc. 


2. A second distillation was made to determine whether the quantity of lubricating oils 
which could be obtained from the crude oil was considerable. 

The procedure was as in (0) (1), until the temperature of 300° C. was reached. The 
thermometer was then rapidly removed, and an ordinary cork inserted in its place. A 
fresh, weighed receiver was placed to receive the distillate, and the distillation was carried 
out rapidly until only coke was left in the flask. By this method the amount of heavy oil 
obtained was equivalent to 53 per cent weight, of the original oil. 


Per cent by weight. 
(c) Sulphur in crude oil 4-0 


Ce ee) 


(ye Paratii await) Crude, Olli Seca te- eee) tence meet an ee es ce 0-9 
,e)PAsphalt; insolublein/alcohol-etheri1 32). ats sees a. eee eee 8-4 
(ijulm purities: (mineralaunatten) acini. eee aemeewe ee PA ec ee eee 1-5 


(Sgd.) E. STANSFIELD Chie En ineering Chemist. 


Fur and Game. ily 


Fur 


Since the feet of the white man first trod this district it has been a con- 
tinual source of wealth in fur and game. Over one hundred years ago the 
Northwest Company and the Hudson’s Bay Company were rivals for the trade, 
and to-day their old posts still remain in active operation. These rival com- 
panies long since united and continued as the Hudson’s Bay Company. The 
Revillon Company then invaded the territory, and have posts scattered through- 
out the district; while, more recently, other fur-buying concerns have been 
attracted to the field and their posts have sprung up in various places. The 
buffalo of early days provided both meat and robes, and there still roams the 
northern parts of this district a small band of wood buffalo, survivors of the 
majestic herds of yore. Moose, deer, and bear are now the larger animals 
hunted, while smaller fur-bearing animals produce more profit from their skins 
than did the buffalo in their time. The Beaver, Slavey and Chipewyan Indian 
tribes live almost entirely from the chase, eating the meat and trading the fur, 
while the Crees and half breeds usually prefer to make their living by trapping 
than by following farming or other pursuits. In fact, so profitable has trap- 
ping become in late years, that many of these people have given up promising 
farms to return to their old haunts, which barely yielded a living a few years 
ago. These abandoned farms may be seen in the Fort Vermilion district; the 
farms are good, but the fur business is better, according to the Indian opinion. 
Many white men also engage solely in trapping. Besides these regular trap- 
pers, great numbers of settlers find in their spare time during the winter that 
they can derive considerable revenue from this source, and the homesteader’s 
boy attains ready pocket money and endless adventure from his own enterprise 
in this line. 

An indication of the variety and quantity of fur taken will be obtained 
from the following table, which shows one seasons’s catch in one small district: 


Report of the Fur Season in the Fort St. John District, British Columbia, Season 1916-17* 











Variety Number 

es ee a ee Se ein en eke ORG ee 2 Lz >, oa eSarey nem Sigal ea dea elareee aes 32 
Bree bide co) ep d aes Shee S Vee AM hh PR) B38 > 1 a cae, 8 iw Ae RAs SO! MAS Roe sees eee ee SS See A 246 
re Cer CPG EN ie GN Seep a ecm teeta Pee Ne > ay ABs odes eS bes SPT ayn pepe “ins sg hme bee: Ye 1a 
EEL TSC oer ee RTE i PP PEP Sar iete, UBD Ad Noe, Ort t oe SRR Coa, NUE Iaay's, 5 3'sn as 43 eS 593 
Perera de tenes tty AED BeMIAED Be Sr ade d AMIN ote ahete otobe ls UE 2 34 
GREG TOSS Mee et ee a ee ee eT ee alte gga ae aes oi 
Ox a Ce PERE Ok Ce EO eee Bae EL TN aie, Tee 203 
Ge TOLL VeE etch sc Meee hs yeild Sete hae Whe Pale thet he he eo are eg eee toed eautan 30 
Ding te 2 pais i gata de out or) Swen rn ne Nr gS ae ge ier Pag 9 ipnrere See Parca myer ae ocr, ©, Sac 234 
Ilr EEC ta, cet RONON EARS See, oo roo Riva nh shictiel ote Bs Bi cobSliayit ios omy Siac + aha Bre 293 
TG Re, <A AP eT NOM A! hy BAS fe) tree OR Sa Oe ee Sees Wee a aoe oe a 74. 
LORETO QS Pi piers, See Rnetrs aly og BN De Seno | Sap nO EE SRN La ears Sa ae ee 901 
NEE er SUT Sete ee ME Acs eens Ap RE MNS Re ERNE. 6s ae ow Kk, Phe) gn CRON Bat dary 2 
rial Cee ee EN, RE eee Uae, The a AE ce ate Nt ats: AON Wa tials oe 19 
rN IV ETAT CMRP eae Ee eMC Ete Acca ee aces th ee ish sis Seah Mecontes «tee duy os 15 
VA er ee st Ne AREA nee eR. gt yt hss Seen ces ed erie otis £8 Vint Lees S site bbe. baa 5 
ta Cen ene. en rn rm rc eg Cis ee asc te ha gehe ed ces CNRS we 3,519 


*Chief Game Warden, Vancouver, B.C. 
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While the district abounds in fur-bearing animals, it is not so lavishly 
provided with fish. The mountain streams, however, contain trout. Moberly 
lake though small, is well stocked with whitefish, as is also Sturgeon lake. 
Peace river produces a few fish, chiefly ling and gold eyes. The Caribou lakes, 
north of Fort Vermilion, teem with large trout and whitefish, and will yield 
enormous quantities. As yet these lakes are difficult of access. The Wabiskaw 
and Peerless lakes are also well stocked, but lie in a district remote from settle- 
Ment: 

In feathered game, wild ducks, geese, swans, and wavies are plentiful. 
These are especially abundant on the Hay lakes northwest of Fort Vermilion, 
and on the lower Peace and Athabaska. In the fall of the year they gather in 
flocks of thousands, and the Indians kill great numbers and hang them up to 
freeze for winter use. Prairie chickens and grouse are found throughout the 
district, but are not numerous and are being protected by the provincial Govern- 
ments. Ptarmigan are plentiful in the mountainous regions of the Upper Peace 
river and its tributaries. 

Moose and woodland caribou are fairly plentiful, but other deer are rarely 
seen. Wolves, bears, coyotes, and foxes afford exciting chase for the sports- 
man and an opportunity at the same time to rid the settlers’ farmyards of in- 
vaders. 

Most interesting of all big game in the Peace River district is a herd of 
buffalo found ranging on that strip of prairie and park land lying between the 
Peace and Slave rivers and the Caribou mountain lands. These majestic animals 
constitute what is believed to be the last herd of their species roaming wild. 
Their number is estimated to be in the neighbourhood of 250 or 300. They are 
protected by a rigid closed season and hopes are entertained for their increase 
and the perpetuation of this remnant of the monarchs of the west that once 
roamed the great plains in herds of countless thousands. 


Water-powers* 


Many misleading statements have been published relating to the vast 
amount of power available on the Peace river. This river, from the canyon 
in British Columbia to Vermilion chutes in Alberta, a distance of approximately 
500 miles, is a wide swift river flowing over a sand or gravel bed, generally 
shallow, and through a deep valley, with gently sloping sides. The river is a 
mountain stream, as are many of its tributaries, and asa result the flow is very 
irregular, varying as much as 50 to 1 between high and low water, with the 
floods occurring during the summer months and the low during the winter. 

On the Peace river there are two possible power sites: one in the headwaters 
at the canyon, and the other at Vermilion chutes. 


* Data for the section on water-power were prepared by C. H. Attwood, of the Dominion 
Water Power Branch, Chief Engineer in charge of the Alberta and Saskatchewan power surveys. 
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The canyon site has not yet been investigated by the department’s power 
engineers, and while the total fall through the canyon, which is about 18 miles 
in length, is reported to be between 225 and 275 feet, it is not known how much 
of the total head can be developed. In any event, a power development at 
_ this site will be an expensive undertaking, and can only be accomplished when 
a market for the power is available close at hand. 

The Vermilion chutes site has been surveyed and investigated by the 
department’s power engineers. The river at this site averages one mile in 
width, and takes a drop of 30 feet in a distance of 2 miles. The fall is concen- 
trated chiefly at two points; the first or upper fall being in the form of a rapid, 
half a mile in length, with a total drop of 11 feet. The second drop is situated 
one and a half miles below the rapid, and is an abrupt drop of 13 feet over 
a limestone ledge, and is commonly called the “ chutes.’’ 

At the ‘“‘chutes” both river banks are low, and an effective head of 30 feet 
is about all that can be obtained. The continuous 24-hour power available, 
based on one season’s discharge records, amounts to 19,100 horse-power. For 
nine months of the year possibly 27,300 horse-power can be developed. 

The possibility of developing small blocks of power on the tributaries of 
the Peace has not been definitely investigated by the department’s engineers. 
Of these tributaries, the Pine, North Pine, and Smoky rivers have their sources 
in the mountains and foothills and are fed by the melting snows in the moun- 
tains during the summer months and have only a small run-off during the 
winter. The Moberly, Pouce Coupé, and Bear Creek, together with the tribu- 
taries below Peace River (Crossing), depend upon the precipitation, are subject 
to floods during the spring and summer months, and have a very small flow 
during the winter. Further investigations may, however, reveal the possibility 
of storing and conserving the flood waters on many of these streams. In such 
an event, these streams will be capable of producing sufficient power to operate 
small mills, and in some cases supply the power demands of a small municipality. 

The inherent disadvantages of the Peace river and its tributaries as a source 
of power at the present time are:— 

1. The irregularity of flow. 

2. High cost of development. 

3. Absence of market. 

These disadvantages may, however, be overcome by :— 

1. The creation of storage reservoirs to regulate the flow. 

2. By settlement in the district. As the district becomes thickly popu- 
lated and towns spring up transportation facilities will be greatly improved 
and a market created for the power. 


Transportation 


The Peace River District may now be reached in comfort and despatch by 

modern means of travel, being connected by rail with Edmonton, the capital 

of Alberta. Peace River, Spirit River, and Grande Prairie are served by the 
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railway and further construction is in progrees. In addition, those districts 
adjacent to the river have the benefit of a steamboat service during the months 
of navigation. 

The Edmonton, Dunvegan and British Columbia railway runs northerly 
from Edmonton to Smith, the first divisional point, where the Athabaska river 
is crossed. Swinging westerly, it follows the Lesser Slave river and skirts the 
southern shore of Lesser Slave lake, famous for its yields of whitefish. 

High Prairie is on the line of steel at the westerly end of this lake, and 
marks the approximate divide between the Athabaska and Peace watersheds. 
The railway then runs more northerly to the next divisional point, McLennan. 
From McLennan the Central Canada railway runs northerly to Peace river, reach- 
ing the edge of the valley at a point overlooking the junction of the Peace and 
Smoky rivers and affording the traveller an excellent birdseye view of the town 
nestling in the valley several hundred feet below. A long descent on a side-hill 
grade brings one into the valley and to the edge of the waters of the Peace itself. 

From McLennan the main line of the Edmonton, Dunvegan and British 
Columbia extends westerly, crossing the Smoky river and continuing to Spirit 
River settlement. Location has been carried still west as far as Pouce Coupé, 
and it is only a matter of time until the steel will be laid across this prairie and 
thence through the mountain passes to give an outlet to the Pacific coast. 

From Spirit River a branch runs southerly to Grande Prairie, a new town 
which has sprung up in the heart of the great prairie whose name it bears, and 
which has been settled so rapidly in recent years. 


Distances are shown on the following table: 


TABLE of Railway Distances 
Edmonton, Dunvegan and British Columbia 


From To Miles 
ESC IMONTOME : yc). 's ase ated ponte Pens sete eee eT ee 608 Ld che aa MEN PALA tee 130-8 
Siithys 2c gy" sass ale diy 6 ics Lee ee Hiei Prairie. tic sc (a acuseeee een 103-5 
Hight Prairie). 3. desu 4... ees oe eee ee McLénnanwi 3h 7.00 See 27-9 
McLennan, im... debs. iy ee ee eee eee DITO ley free. Se ee fai ee 32-0 
OOLGKY jc scvistalna Yeas ee ee ee SpITiteRiverctce loc that pene 63-0 
SPITLED RIVET... oo 4 sr Nolet ee ee Grande: Prairie eee et eee 49-8 


Melennans. Heri 2 Si eee ee Reno veriss be. iy ee ee. eee 23-8 
MENG Gs Wee 2 a es Sa Re eee ee Peace Rivér.-70 08 .ele eee 24-7 


Total Distances 


Ped mMGnton sys - Betet od ee Le i a ee Mollennans (<bean. 0 odes eas 262-2 
PicHOUMCOlS ee ee, cares ee oe ee eee Peace hiverie. cee eee ee ee 310-7 
Bdmaontonetaesen anh an. ae Ee ae ee Spirit iver ac. one eee eee 357-2 
ELGIMOntON ar ere ea A le eee ee, 5 oer ae See Grande; Prairie. 0)... eee 407-0 
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At present a train service is maintained on all these lines, from Edmonton 
and return, twice a week. Sleeping and dining car services are operated from 
Edmonton to Spirit River and Peace River. In Edmonton a temporary depot 
is located on the corner of 121st Street and 107th Avenue. It is reached by 
direct street car connection from all other railway stations in the city. 

Stockyards are located at Smith and McLennan, the yards at the latter 
point being capable of handling 30 cars of stock at any time. All stations are 
supplied with loading and unloading facilities for stock, grain and settlers’ 
effects. 

During the year 1919, 15,410 tickets were sold from the Edmonton City and 
Depot ticket office. A record of the incoming and outgoing freight for the 
years 1918 and 1919 is shown on the following tables :— 


RECORD OF PEACE RIVER DISTRICT FREIGHT. 


Edmonton, Dunvegan and British Columbia Railway. 


Outgoing 
Freight ee 
1918, 1919, 
carloads- carloads- 




















DOUG 9) SEG XE RS PR Ae pone OO ie en, on | ) 3 
Dhl eee Tee Eder) ats eg ts eR ae cae cee ep Riomclate ous oe wk ce 19 43 
STIRS UPR enn RI, etna Ve came, Bien Goll oe ee out, Oa ee ee eck Le a 0 1 
Oe eT ee OTe Ae eee Manes dest tate beck vd eiarerern a 153 oad 
a ere Pee ee Raye Eth Ma Sin ee gk ek ces anh x x Gated 490 OAS 
Le GR NILSTOLE EY S GlA, F oa NEO AC arn rah Tg sch OA plate ad a el rE A 53 Td 
tin me een et ence ne tern NRE in poe Raat cca dc sys siaie ie dNave 0 33 
TCC Ee See Te eee cee Pa at AN IDOE te adit: tet , Sa kl oh Uva dade 28 De. 
PETS Vg 5 ts Slag Beales ape oe meee A ool 8 es) Gage ta Ok rt EO Ue 123 Ze 
PGE OSL Sa sag ci ui ae eo Set ad PE AS TE OES esc eee es ts 0 7 
LOLS OE gay PARP ey eae AMES ods (Oar art arena eke aA A ee re oe rh ree 1 0 
ie mCLOO Loe we ey ee es ara eee rg ee kan lt 2 ote RA Me a hse y at co a 0 87 
eC MUsrOCUC Lone \e ms om te rer tn oS rent te eee. keds 1 0 
am Tee Lanes oh IS NEON, 1 See AMM UR cs, Oe Ra doa aba: wc amyenlgeke e's. < 570 1.278 
eGR Sees te Neen Ele oY Ova, cach Ce a is chs Simla x so oss + Be 1 0 
Lg CSS eae ey he is See I a Ee es gly a ae, Nga aR ESTO ree Bek, 0 12 
La Se ive CR SOE eI = Poke TRA ae Ser aie a te ed oe 206 134 
1 WTS Rey RAR eee Uta RRA grr omer wie 2 ay a Ric Ran a ee ae 17 30 
BRU Thee ee ee te Sn CGE Te ee ee ee os Me en Faw wee 383 197 
HVE COUN G termes cee pen nreane vn < Pn ee Aim eta ete, Uw. taek: Paw See sah Pade benas 13 0 
Re rCH ATIC Serer wa eee oes i oe te Chet ale mee RA re RR ins Sait e Shad |e anys 721 323 
MiNTe OUTS) eee ee, on le ee ee ce A ahd oie Co nent aed DONOR ee ie 2 0 
INIT OL VOT rec at aees hen ace tae ee hh CR AT MO doy Fhc?, O-4. scabs: WL heiterahd 3 0 
ER BA nk So ae eg ener, Me ena he tee ee 236 482 
Tee ner reer ree, i es Oe A, © eR cepa en wane Sed ew Via tg hy 2 0 
(UI CUET EE ae: © 2 SINo  o ae bee nea See ee en ee ee 8 ee er ee ee 0 a9 
Ea Si ca SA oe Dl Ye i RG, oS ey PA ee Ae en Ce rn a a 0 18 
PEE eee ee ree PAN Os Cee RE ER hia Dae ee ae ee nteke 8 3 
Sa C LETS Gemma ee Owais fa URE FR Acre clus 4d RAVINE ENS cha tHE GE STREES eterny-< de A 0 4 
SURE YAT RONAN, 5 SONS SE rw hea i GL Sn A ts OR eo Ry 0 3 
no LAVESESO) cop Geko Ree Rin e aie ae acres, ey IM at aE a AND ao RR 3 5 30 
STRAINS Nano B Daas Rigi Rees ERR re aS ne ae Arcee ang OO gee rn Se a 97 154 
BS Th ea ee as Me, MR NEE nen 5 5 RD oa a ENR alll ok e's 0 30 
TSE h reba, US plan ae ESR PPA asl es, i i a le er 0 496 
ee ot ener Peer ene 1k ons ge MRE. Seale et ais el Puy WE he i bk ibs 434 417 

ART Eck sat no ae rear ete: peace Nien Ae, So A Sa cage AOE ae ee LO 4,909 
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RECORD OF PEACE RIVER District FREIGHT—Concluded. 


Edmonton, Dunvegan and British Columbia Railway—Concluded. 























Incoming 
Freight = 
1918, 1919, 

carloads carloads 

UTS See Se a ee mRNA ae hen en a en Oe ee 52 69 
Beers: S30 ae ee ee ee HE Nok Pee eee ee 1 15 
Boats. .8. 6: 5 avd char a eee Seren ee Ei a: Benet abt. ods REE ost ce On 3 5 
Box SHOOKS Ts... boinc Ceres tobe orale <a) av eed are aceon 1 0 
Bricks 4 3!s Saas eee ee ts Rete oe ee ns ee ee ee a via 11 
Cat thei cc. esd oe oe es ee ee ee crcl Neel A doh ee 441 699 
CCEMONT eS OSU OL en ie te os ee eee ak eee ae 35 9 
KGa ess eee. ee eae ee ees SEN Oa Tear ee he ne ee 73 109 
EV NAOT... 2. states MEER EN inc cere taohe 2 city Gt >, cies! Skee ee 8 0 
MEITECTS ear coke Re ee a ee OS) Oe ge he ee 331 SBS 
ETO Ut eit 25h SR ee 2 hos execs Siaed eae ee eee Lae 156 
Frtittsene ee en eee ee eee 13 0 
LZERE GaN Gn Ube Sia pe elon lay oS nia Ts hb ne i a ia RN Barry hl oe o.S 0 8 
iSTa lh PEOCUC LS:ee es an eer ti Bey, itis 44 Soe scsi olan Re eee 13 2 
Gravelandssa 0G. oe ey ie a ae ee yt es See ee ee 2 4 
PLATO WOE, che ere I eS ia odd tra an och EA ee 23 oy) 
Play Cee eke a ee ee RET sh cru See ee a ee 5 14 
Fels VME Cans ee ee clei ain  akne oie kes ae 0 105 
PLO S ee. | Oe Pome eo RON it 6s wo hE eye: anc aka snare oye 3 0 
TIGrsest ee er ee Bg RE Ber 156 pil 
Benes eae (ONE Ge Rima tek we ee ae er ne eee ee eS 0 8 
DSi ee Oe ee, ee ee oo be fe eh ok Ow ese ee 0 8 
IDET HE. i ee EIN) Sato! ane eG Be a ee 15 116 
INIACHINe Gyr... cote Rte ae ie oia bitte ns as. ape Dect uae tt aa 245 305 
VL Ga tee eee at See penne eos eet Mn RET See i ae 1 0 
SUCRE ITGISE... cas. Wee rt a pe meee lel SA ee” SS ah Re 1,065 1,354 
IVE eRe Ste ae ae acne oc ei. ee errs 8, San 0 tee eee eee he ee 0 1 
Ei er CA Gee), Oe RR OS nh he Mee Oey SO 8c, 0 8 
OSD ayy eee a, on! Sr Ee LS de a i Pee a eRe eto oy a 66 70 
Piped Meas Pele one Fae eRe PE oa Oy lsh elas oe et ke 0 2, 
Plasteck. et Aso eee tt te mh LE |e | rt 2 14 
TE OUATOCSS «bis te ere ee eae re ee er eS tN a ede ee 0 24 
LE eeaeciat ack: a ee oredr ine ON Pe en Vk | ee ee 9 18 
HEED he ott caer LAE ee MN OCA TC koa a 6 29 
NINOS: ec a wa nem on Caen hy Meech ata, A ate cen a ee 0 29 
SICIGI Scr Sh DER eae ee Ee eR NI ee. So siden wages aiken ee 0 6 
SC EC Uo ptes ere ae eee reps sh any, Oe: on 44 0 
SUI ELL si ORC gee acs? Be rte ee eM em ce Cling he ee rr 10 sy 
BE LCS 2 ci tos ian Ee ae he tee eh oe ON cor, 1 0 
WADE... cote s Rell oe te eer hei, ki ae kts 0 ea 18 10 
Wir Oinesic ties Cesk rine el ime en epee 4 et ee rr 1 yd) 
TOta leo eee Cree en nn ce ee eee 2825 4,143 
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The principal boats plying on the river are shown in the following table. 
These provide practically a weekly service during the summer. 


BoaTs on the Peace River 




















Boat Owner Descriptions 

Beit LOMAS... . ac. Peace River Development Cor-|/Stern wheel steamer. Capacity. 
porat:on—Transport Depart- 250 passengers, 300 tons 
ment freight. 

aN Ortilands Gall. Ai. aly. “ey “ ..|Stern wheel steamer. 

"GNA E Vo Che hee ee a Hudson’s Bay Company.........|Stern wheel steamer. 

Blady Viacworth is 5..4% Peace River Development Cor-/Twin Screw gasoline launch 
portation—Transport Depart- 
ment 

Pine Passe aera tet ce Peace River Navigation Co., Ltd.|Gasoline river Boat. 








Highways are being rapidly constructed and improved. Bridges have been 
provided for many smaller rivers and the Peace itself is bridged at the town of 
Peace River. Ferries are operated on the Peace at Dunvegan, Peace River, and 
Fort Vermilion. Auto liveries ply between Peace River, Dunvegan and Spirit 
River, also between Spirit River, Grande Prairie and Saskatoon lake. 


Communications 


By the construction of a telegraph line from Edmonton to Peace River, the 
Dominion Government has overcome that dread of isolation which kept many a 
prospective settler from entering this district at an earlier date. The farmer 
of to-day is a business man, and demands means of speedy communication re- 
garding his business affairs. Especially do women, willing to brave other priva- 
tions of a pioneer life, shrink from being cut off from ready means of communica- 
tion with their distant friends, or from the current news of the day. Provision 
has been made to meet these demands, the Dominion Government supplying 
an efficient telegraph and mail service. In addition, the Government of Alberta 
owns and operates a rural' telephone system throughout the province, the exten- 
sion of which follows closely upon the opening of new districts. 

Mail is carried by the railway twice a week from Edmonton to McLennan, 
Peace River, Spirit River, and Grande Prairie. From railway points it is dis- 
tributed by carrier to various post offices throughout the district. Already 
about sixty offices have been opened, and the mail service is constantly being 
extended and improved to keep pace with the growth of the country. 

The Dominion Government telegraph line from Edmonton to Peace River 
has been extended westerly to Dunvegan, Grande Prairie, Fort St. John, Hudson 
Hope, and intermediate points, comprising in all 710 miles of line. The following 
table shows the stations thereon :— 
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PEACE River Telegraph Line 














Office Province Service. 
TCIMOTEOIY . cao ee ae eas hee eee eee PiDerta eee ee ici Operator 
Halfway*lake ss senor nek ae Pa ean eat Seas ah Tree oe in 
Nthabaskaes. csteinccsu tite oh eee ot td be ant Cera bhai s 
Mirror Landing ober an ere erg SE Cr tae ee ie 
SAWIridGGs 2 Sy Meret taht Mae ewe aR A ret) CeCe aN AER i 
SWAN, RIVES. . oc shasta ce Deere iM LN Ai eta ron ean Telephone from Faust 
BSG ok eee ee a eee ides og Rey ed Parl ADA ie Operator 
indiana sy... she eer eee eee boleh Sais SOBRE acne Ne SBN F Telephone from Faust 
Groudtd! .. avr. ae eee Soh Bet oh a ORE ek Meda mer Operator 
Pegee. River, iiuctise eee eee de (ee OL ee eS i 
Waterholecs sc) stun cere he eee Bide ie cee jena ve Telephone from Dunvegan 
DUAVERAN: . ac ehd of ee eee Sear es eres. Operator 
Spirit’ River. cree es ere eee Shy his aes er rhea ON a ae: % 
Grande ‘Prairieé.vist. eee ieee eee Nee eet cota mane : 
Lake Saskatoon: oe so. -seem ae Rie iced abe acta ee ce aie nites < 
Beaverlodge....... ics aS NE eee en ae eee : 
Pouce: Coupe: *.anech see eee tee British Columbia. eee a: se 
Bore otic) oh. see eee eee ete a OM ee i 
Plaliway, Riverpe | yee ae eee eee! Ree ee Repair Station 
MUdsONn: HOpes ciewtae 6 bute ee all ene ees Operator 





Education and Social Life. 


The Public School system of Alberta applies to all settled portions of the 
province, and provides free and competent instruction to all children. The 
provincial Department of Education is very much alive to the child’s intellectual 
and educational welfare. As soon as eight children can be assembled in any 
district a suitable building is provided and a competent teacher engaged to carry 
on the work of instruction, as outlined by the department, under proper inspection 
and supervision. In the towns and larger villages, high-school studies are 
included in the curriculum. At Peace River and Grande Prairie the work is 
carried up as far as matriculation, so that the boy or girl may be prepared to 
enter upon his or her college course without finding it necessary to leave home 
for intermediate studies. Over one hundred schools are now open throughout the 
district. The average daily attendance for the year 1919 at Grande Prairie 
was 115.76, while the attendance of purely rural schools is somewhat higher 
than in many older-settled districts. The following table shows the growth 
of the schools in this district:— 


PuBLic Schools of Peace River District 


No. Schools No. Schools 

Year. established Year established 
910 8 ae ee nN Ake ee es oe, LOS eer dd ui ee ig ee i 
OTIS: x RGR eed. ue han eine e an: 4 POPC Reon a. ee a ee 10 
LOT De EE oreo; via cttpen a. eee vi LOL ipa). oF. iat ae Ieee 18 
1D Laie ee teeing Mea EOE x ce nren 2 TOL Rete uve Stax <0 ccc ea er mec 22 
pO WAR Net a Le ON te Re he at ae 6 TOMO gn Oe ce OR A ee 22 
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Religious denominations are well represented. The Church of England 
.nd the Roman Catholic church have been very active during the past quarter 
century in mission work, and have established, mission schools among the Indians 
at Fort Vermilion, Shaftesbury, Dunvegan, Lake Saskatoon, and Flying Shot 
lake. Methodist and Presbyterian churches have been established at principal 
points, in many instances concrete examples of Union being manifest. Other 
denominations and societies are found throughout the district. 

Fraternal and benefit societies are opening lodges in principal towns. Peace 
River, Spirit River, and Grande Prairie have live Boards of Trade eager to 
assist the welfare of the town and to welcome the newcomer. Agricultural 
societies have been formed at various local districts and annual fairs are held. 

Two weekly newspapers are published at Peace River, one at Grande 
Prairie, one at Spirit River, one at Clairmont, and one at Lake Saskatoon. The 
ever-popular motion-picture theatre has made its appearance in the principal 
towns. Boards of Trade, Farmers’ Associations, Women’s Institutes, Fraternal 
Societies, Athletic Clubs, and other institutions tend to keep alive the spirit of 
an optimistic people. Hospitals are established in Peace River and Grande 
Prairie. 

Except in remote corners the settler need not feel at all isolated. It has 
always been noticeable that in pioneer sections social barriers are cast down, 
and a spirit of equality and brotherhood is more evident than in older-settled 
parts. Peace River is no exception to this rule, and the new-comer finds welcome 
and ready assistance from those with whom he comes in contact, and rapidly 
makes new and staunch friends. | Boe Age 


The British Columbia Section 


That part of the Peace River District falling within the province of British 
Columbia, and exclusive of the ‘‘Peace River Block,’”’ comprises the portion 
controlled by the Government of that province so far as ungranted public land 
is concerned. It is practically embraced in the ‘Peace River Land Recording 
District,’’ the recording office of which is located at Fort George. This might 
be called the mountain section of Peace river, and is divided from the plains 
section by the Rocky Mountain canyon, which at Hudson Hope forms an inter- 
ruption to navigation. It includes the valley of the Peace, from this point 
to its head; also the great valleys of the Finlay and Parsnip rivers, together 
with the valleys of their many tributaries. Much of this section is still unex- 
plored, but many millions of acres of fertile land are known to lie in its valleys, 
and untold mineral wealth remains beneath its hills. 

Small settlements are found about the various trading posts and mining 
camps of which the principal are Finlay, at the junction of the Finlay and 
Parsnip rivers; Fort Grahame, on Finlay river; Fort McLeod, on McLeod 
lake; and some camps on the Omenica. As yet the district is difficult of access 
and remote from civilization and markets. The nature of the country is gener- 
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ally rugged and the climate severe. The Omenica miners travelled over a pack 
route from Hazelton. An easier canoe route is now available from Fort George, 
but much the easier way is from Hudson Hope, which point can be reached by 
rail and river steamboat from Edmonton in three days. The Rocky Mountain 
canyon is passed by a 14-mile wagon road leading from Hudson Hope to the 
site of old Rocky Mountain House, which once stood at the head of the canyon. 

While this section is still practically in its primitive state, it holds out very 
alluring promises for the future. Railway surveys have been projected from 
the south and the east, and once the steel penetrates the district it will open up 
very rapidly. Mixed farming, dairying, and ranching will thrive as soon as 
markets are made accessible. -Mining will revive when means of transporting 
heavy machinery is provided. Various rivers offer good inducement for 
dredging, and quartz ledges have been discovered which could be milled profit- 
ably, if machinery could be more easily taken in. The district is known to be 
highly mineralized, and the field is an excellent one for the prospector. The 
coal fields above Hudson Hope are believed to be very extensive, and the 
quality is high grade. 

Timber is also plentiful, and much water-power. is available. Fish and 
game are abundant. The scenery is magnificent, and the summer seasons very 
delightful. The district is rich in fur, and many prospectors scattered through- 
out its remote corners are combining trapping with their quest for minerals. 
Their traps yield them a livelihood until they have located paying claims. 

With the coming of the steel, and the opening of coal and other mines, this 
district will develop very rapidly. To those not afraid to face a few years of 
pioneer work will come the opportunities which await the man on the ground, 
when the great movement sets in. 


The following tables of distances of present routes :— 


TABLE of Distances. Rail and River 


Edmonton to Hudson Hope 

















From To Miles Means of 
(Approx. ) Travel 
Edmonton. 25. feel icie Be ee ee BELA Peace River.... Oa tae al 
PGACE NIVEL.) «. Bamttoa ih 2 eee Can mee Ie en es Hudson Hope. . 229 |Steamboat 
BG) 8 Rn RH amg ter bol PD Rr? Dee ae AS PR Uo 540 1 on 





ee ee ae ee De ee ee ee ee a oS fo ens SaaS eS SS SS 
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TABLE of Distance. (Canoe Route) 


Prince George to Hudson Hope. 




















Miles 
Route (Approx.) 

PRNcCencOrvertOrouminitvake (overland): 20.) 0-1... kaw toe eee ee 32 
SCE Ud WIN 2 5 a8 Aes eA Ro Leis Bo eA ee ce On ne | 4 
Summit lake to Fort McLeod via Crooked river and McLeod lake........... 65 
Pormenicleod 10 binlavevia back-and Patenin rivers...) ..-...:...00 0 eee Li 
Fmlayito: Rocky? Mountain) Portave viavPeace River .0.7..002+...5.0..2¢. 8.02.4 72 
ce ve Mounedinebortare: tou ucsOndONec tu) ns eo oie oc eit onc aecg, Dee 14 
OLA SRE RE tea ct eek EL AREAS 8c. SR ONOOIE . 2ok ehs Te 302 


TABLE of Distances. Rail 

















From To Route Miles 
| alee table) he a Fort George...... Prana lrink Pa crear... os Mae 486 
Peiince: witperts «a. yad Salah FAS t ne ee cael al ST fl eee 469 





The Great Agricultural Sections 


The Crown lands and natural resources of the Peace River District included 
within the boundaries of the province of Alberta and the Peace River Block of 
British Columbia are the property of the Government of Canada. They are 
controlled by the various branches of the Department of the Interior at Ottawa. 
To expedite transaction of official business, this vast district has been divided 
into land districts, and provided with local offices. Government agents are 
stationed at these offices to give immediate attention to the disposal of Dominion 
lands, the control of Crown timber, and the recording of mineral claims. 

The Peace River Land District extends from the Fifth principal meridian 
westerly to the British Columbia boundary. Its southern boundary follows the 
line between townships 84 and 85 across ranges 1 to 3, between townships 68 and 
69 across ranges 4 to 20, and between townships 73 and 74 across ranges 21 to 26 
west of the Fifth meridian. West of the Sixth meridian its southern boundary is 
the Peace River. Its:northern boundary extends to the northerly limit of the 
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province of Alberta. This district also includes that part of the Peace River 
Block lying north of the river. The agency is located in the town of Peace 
River with sub-agencies at Fort St. John and North Vermilion. 

Grande Prairie Land District includes townships 61 to 73, inclusive, from 
ranges 21 west of the Fifth meridian to the Sixth meridian. From the Sixth 
meridian it extends westerly to the British Columbia boundary, and northerly 
from township 61 to the Peace river. It also includes that part lying south of 
Peace river of the Peace River Block. The agency is located in the town of 

Grande Prairie, with sub-agencies at Spirit River and Pouce Coupé. 

| The tide of settlement to these districts has set in practically within the last 
ten years. Prior to that only a few scattered pioneers could be found about the 
various trading posts. The attractions of the district, however, and the 
unbounded faith of its pioneers gradually drew the attention of the outside 
world, and home seekers began to make their way in over the long trying trail 
from Edmonton. Undaunted by such hardships, they blazed the way for others 
to follow and pressed forward to secure the choicest locations. Surveyors were 
rushed into the district to lay out the lands, and before the outbreak of the 
Great War, various localities of particular attraction had become thriving centres 
of settlement. 

Even during the period of war the rush of settlement continued. Immigra- 
tion from Europe having been suspended, the district received its new-comers 
almost entirely from older-settled parts of Canada and various States of the 
adjoining Republic. Many returned soldiers are now finding their way into the 
district to locate new homes for themselves. The opening of a railroad and 
extension of navigation has made the way easier during the last two or three 
years. 


The principal centres of settlement, and the land districts and provinces in 
which they lie, are shown on the following table:— 


PRINCIPAL Centres of Settlement 


Settlement Land District Province 


FV is Tg CEM i ecb seh are AAG BUI chard gees Peace Rivers stuns Gyre oa rae Alberta 
DOVICLENDAN. ae erase fee eee Sean Cais + or ei oe ae : 


6é “oe 


4 DUO VeCAN oS ues. sake eet ca ASE Ee MLE Not, Ne Ay eS . 


ST ODIFIt, Vel aencu. otre te teem a tea, (ranges brainer hee ee - 

6 GrandeiPrairie s/c eee ae Om LEED. tae Tat Cah oh, ae ne 
iePOUCELCOUDE EE is ee nae ie Ante, a Melan BOE de carne British Columbia 
S Forest tlonian sate eee reese Peacerhivernun ve ticne iso cae is 

o Hudson lopens. aah els sutaetone ke: Peace River and Grande Prairie. . 7 


LOA ortsy ermilion. 26... ae oo Peace Rivers S4a..o he afi ten Alberta 
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Some idea of the extent of settlement and development may be obtained 
from the following table of miscellaneous figures taken from official returns :— 


Miscellaneous Statistics. 


Land Districts 











Particulars. —-—_________—_——— | _ Total 

Peace Grande 

River Prairie 
No. quarter-sections of Dominion Lands surveyed (approx.)}..........].....-...- 66,000 
No. quarter-sections of Dominion Lands disposed of (approx.)|..........).......... 10, 000 
No. homesteads recorded during year of1916............... 494 836 1330 
rs roe = tba Mh he a A 567 900 1,467 
y By *: 101 8 ihre tas Rowe t: 367 533 900 
Mi ch s pa ES Eee ee 770 856 1,626 
INowerazine aeaces In SOOd StahGing..2- sce ate eek oe 88 i 163 
PU atiieaAC TCG ergs cua mgt A ne cledha be tS e enter clh tis Behan < 46,079 10,525 122,404 
ING ecummerpertis tir SO00d StANGING.<sicu. osu sae oa ts Got ses 8 12 20 
PAT eaMiIAGleSON ss eae Mae Se Te eels rr oes pre ee es 77, 382 98,737 176,119 
No. petroleum and natural gas leases in good standing...... 1,464 22 1,486 
ENTE IGAC TC SPR A ene ke ae PE ML genie cient hy ala leusees 305 , 807 6,003 311,810 
MoacoAmclainisiir2G0d Stan@ines, seen oo ets wee bets ch wa es 1 8 9 
PE MAPA CE OS We ociedeek tir oath ath Vogue ba en eat hy Rae Mathes os eos 40 180 220 





Farming And Ranching 


The Peace River district has won considerable fame through its production 
of sensational samples of wheat. On the Experimental Farm at Fort Vermilion 
several varieties have yielded at the rate of over 60 bushels to the acre and as 
high as 69 in the case of Marquis wheat. The kernels are exceptionally plump 
and hard and have won prizes in world competitions. Yet taking the district 
as a whole, year after year, it cannot by any means be considered a wheat-growing 
country exclusively, or classed with the great wheat sections of southern Mani- 
toba and Saskatchewan. 


On the other hand it is not a wide open ranch country in the same sense 
that southern Alberta formerly was. True there are large tracts of splendid 
ranching lands and the growth of wild hay and peavine is most prolific throughout 
the whole district. But the fact that the soil is so uniformly fertile and the 
district so well adapted to more intensive agricultural operations decrees that 
single extensive areas of land will not long be allowed to remain unbroken. 
The winter seasons are more severe than in southern Alberta. These two factors, 
limitation of range and length of winters, tend to create an unusual ranching 
situation in which there will be found less larger holdings but more small ones. 
The average number of cattle which will eventually be produced to the square 
mile in this district is likely to be in excess of that of a like area in any exclusive 
ranching district. 
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The district is best suited to mixed farming, dairy farming and small scale 
ranching. Wheat, oats, barley, rye, flax and domestic grasses of several varieties 
all do well in average years. Vegetables and small fruits can be raised most 
successfully. Their rate of growth is very rapid and the mature products are 
equal to corresponding varieties found in any part of the province. Horses, cattle, 
sheep, hogs and poultry thrive equally as well as in olders settled parts of Western 
Canada. A well balanced ‘‘mixed farm”’ of a half-section (320 acres) of Peace 
River land will enable a settler to found an enviable home and obtain an inde- 
pendent livelihood. 


The crop of 1919 was uniformly good throughout the entire Peace River 
district. Wheat yielded as high as 45 bushels to the acre in certain localities 
and oats 100 bushels. The average for the whole district was approximately 20 
bushels for wheat and 45 for oats. Various estimates of the total crop have 
been made but definite figures are not available. It has been claimed by some 
that seven and a half million bushels were produced but the following estimate 
of the Chief Publicity Commissioner, Department of Agriculture, Edmonton, 
may be taken as very conservative and quite safe. 


*CROP OF L919: (PEACE: RIVER DISTRICT: 



































Section Oats Wheat, Total 
(Bus.) Barley, Rye, (Bus.) 
etc. (Bus.) 

Waterhole sic tie xp Se Once ene et hs ene by 3167200 315,000 Le63122 50 
Somit' Rivers. 82) oe 0 ts eee ts. os ene 370, 500 94 , 500 465 ,000 
Grande Prainigiucnn eee: Ay i eos 1,950,000 525 ,000 2,475 , 000 
Donnelly etc: 2.05.2 eae ee ers eee 130,000 70,000 200,000 
Pouce Coupe.) Ly 2a ee ee ore Rene ee Orit ee, 72,150 22,050 94 , 200 
‘Ota Gee hare ae a eee oe etn ead 3,838 , 900 15026,550 4,865,450: 








*Department of Agriculture, Edmonton. 





A five million bushel crop for a new district such as this is no mean showing 


but an ever increasing acreage will rapidly raise this figure. 


It has been esti- 


mated that about three million bushels of the crop of 1919 will be exported, the 


balance being used for seed and feed. 


The large number of cattle being imported also illustrates the rapid exten- 


tion of settlement. 


imports of horses have also been made. 


Duting the fall of 1919 some 30,000 head were shipped into 
the district, as many as 1,000 being included in a single shipment. 


Heavy 
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Ranchers and mixed farmers contemplating taking stock into any part of 
the Peace River district would do well to bear in mind that experience has shown 
it both necessary and profitable to feed at times when climatic conditions make 
grazing unsatisfactory. | 


To those who cannot afford to take chances on severe winters, whose range is 
limited and whose cattle and horses are imported and unclimatized, it is of 
primary importance that provision for winter feeding, at least part of the time, 
should be made. Moreover from a purely commercial standpoint it is good 
business to be prepared to keep up the condition of the stock at any time— 
either during the winter or summer season—by a liberal feeding of hay, when 
such can be secured as plentifully as the Peace River district affords. 


By actual experience it has been found that the average amount of hay 
required for winter feeding throughout this district is three tons per head of 
stock. Slough grass makes good hay for cattle and the numerous natural 
meadows of the district provide great quantities yielding as high as four tons to 
the acre. Peavine is more relished by both horses and cattle and is widely 
distributed throughout the district. Upland hay does not usually yield as 
well as slough grass and the bottom may require cleaning up before a mowing 
machine can be operated but it makes better hay and on wet years when the 
meadows are flooded is especially in demand. 


If carefully stacked, hay will keep for several years in this district and what 
is not required one winter is carried over to the next with practically no loss. 
Permits for cutting the required amounts on vacant Dominion lands may be 
obtained from the local agent and assistance in hay-making is not difficult to 
obtain. The homesteaders, small farmers and Indians of the locality are usually 
only too glad of the opportunity to assist a larger rancher in this work. The 
hay-making season may be extended throughout the months of August and 
September. 


Where natural hay meadows are not to be found, or when, in the rotation 
of crops, it is found desirable to plough the land up, domestic grasses may be 
grown to replace the wild hay. Such varieties as alfalfa, timothy, brome grass 
and rye grass have been grown most successfully in many localities and have 
been found to yield well. Oats sown on spring breaking and cut green, if 
properly cured, make very nourishing fodder. Late crops of any kind or crops 
injured by frost can be cut for this purpose and put to some use whereas other- 
wise they would represent a total loss. With the closer settlement of the district 
and consequent disappearance of wild hay lands the cultivation of this class of 
fodder will become more imperative. 
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A list of the elevators erected up to the end of the year 1919 to serve the 
Peace River country is shown in the following table :— 


Grain Elevators 


Edmonton, Dufivegan and British Columbia Railway Company. 


Station. Owner. Bushel capacity 
Bicardvillesd ote. seeeeee Gillespie, Hlevator: Cosa. ween cis eoeuolode Sere E-30,000 
Westlock:....: 2 aeeres HacotersiGo-Up: Hlevs Gor a... ce ee ce hes ee E-33,000 

SS loads is 3 rae eee ee United: Gram-Growere tds ee i ene Ce eee E-35,000 
Pich Praisvit,c. eee eee (silleéspie levator. Cosn. ce . werertse oes see, E-30,000 
Donnelly. 772 ieee ee aoe Gillespiel levator Coven e ee. alee ves ee eee E-30,000 
SPIE RIVER.) oe eee Gillespie *Hlevator Go.4.5 wes. ieee alee eae E-30,000 

ARMIN Brats A bE os Alberta" Pacittc Grain Goer. a oe eres ae ee E-35,000 
Sexsiiithy.-. 2 al aes eee Gilléspiet Klevator Gores. Piewsen if ease A eee E-30,000 

RE MS Hee Aibental PacihiesG tain Gora os. ete kes eee E-35,000 
Clairmont... a. 2c see Albertacbactic Grain: 0... 80s + on chs cee ene E-35,000 

SERS At 1 Mele ae GillespietelevatomC ove Eaten ay. 2 tess ae ee E-30,000 

E-10,000 

Ae Ne. See mee Ne awit Grain. GO. 4 ot wicks ea eee ee Sn E-20,000 

Tie Se, LEE 2 United Grains Growers) Lotcdesit7 ).. ae eee ee E-35,000 
Grande Prairie... «4. «...0: Gillespies levator CO. oe tin. ecient a dete eae E-30,000 

4) Gee Albertateacinc Gratni Go, oat. eee ree ee tet E-20,000 
IN? bees ees United:Grain Growers: Ltd? 3 4 eee E-35,000 


Central Canada Railway. 
Peace: River: . 4-7 s 7 Gillespie: Klevator Cot ecs 2 hee eee one E-30,000 
ROTA sate aoe Sy) oh ace nt Ge thd one, eee eee er 533,000 


High Prairie 


A considerable area of excellent farming land, with prairies at frequent 
intervals, is found about the west end of Lesser Slave lake and on the divide 
between this lake and the Peace River slope. Various settlements have grown 
up in this district, of which the earlier were Lesser Slave Lake, Salt Prairie, 
Heart River, and Big Prairie settlements. These were surveyed in settlement 
lots prior to the extension of the regular system of township surveys. The old 
wagon road from Edmonton to Peace River Crossing by way of Athabaska 
Landing followed the south and west shores of Lesser Slave lake, and at the 
northwest extremity, at the head of navigation, a trading post was located. 
About this post has grown up the town of Greuard. From Grouard the trail led 
northerly to Peace River. Lesser Slave lake has for many years been famous for 
its yields of whitefish. These fish are caught in the winter, and shipped in a 
frozen condition. Before the advent of the railway they were freighted by 
team to Edmonton. Fishing, freighting, and fur trading were occupations that 
brought large numbers of Indians and hardy white men into this district. Great’ 
areas of hay lands along the shore of the lake encouraged the settlers to raise 





Photo. by) EH. Kirro, DLs: 
Brome Grass at Fort Vermilion 





Photo. by F. H. Kitro, D.L.S. 


Elevators at Town of Grande Prairie 
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cattle, and this was followed by the cultivation of choice sections of prairie and 
lightly wooded lands in the vicinity. 

A land district embracing over 200 townships about the lake was formed, 
and an agency established at Grouard for the convenience of the settlers. When 
the railroad was built it followed westerly about 20 miles beyond the lake before 
swinging north to Peace River, and then paralleled these older settlements along 
the wagon road. It crosses a few miles of beautiful prairie located on the height 
of land between the lake and Peace River, which is now called High Prairie. 
The old wagon road from Grouard to Sturgeon Lake crossed the same prairie. 

This prairie has been located and settled very rapidly since the building 
of the railroad. About the depot established here has grown up the town of 
High Prairie, where the Dominion Land Agency originally located at Grouard 
was later established. This prairie gave its name to the land district as well 
as to the town, the district formerly called Grouard being known later as High 
Prairie Land District. It has recently been absorbed in the Peace River Land 
District by the enlargement of boundaries of the latter. 

The soil throughout this section is good, being mostly black loam with 
clay or sandy clay subsoil. Many patches of prairie occur, but these are not 
extensive, except the hay meadows and marshes found along Lesser Slave lake. 
The greater part of the section is wooded. The woods range from light scattered 
poplar, with clumps of willow,.to thich spruce, jackpine, birch-and poplar, up 
to 8 or 10 inches in diameter. The surface generally is level or rolling, but 
numerous small rivers, with deep ravines, cut up many quarter sections and 
render them unfit for cultivation. There is usually good pasture, however, in 
these ravines. 

All ordinary grains, grasses, and vegetables are grown in this section. It 
is well adapted for mixed farming and contains much good land open for settle- 
ment. This section is the first reached from the south, High Prairie being but’ 
234 miles by rail from Edmonton. 


McLennan 


McLennan is the second divisional point on the Edmonton, Dunvegan and 
British Columbia Railway, being 262-2 miles northwest of Edmonton. It is 
the southern terminus of the Central Canada Railway, which runs 48-5 miles 
northerly to the town of Peace River. Both of these railroads are being oper- 
ated under the same system, thus affording a through service to the north and 
west alike. From McLennan the main line of the Edmonton, Dunvegan and 
British Columbia railway runs westerly to Spirit River, crossing the Smoky 
river a few miles below the mouth of Little Smoky river. The old wagon road 
from Grouard to Peace River, over which the early settlers toiled from Edmon- 
ton, passes within 15 miles of McLennan to the east, so that this section was 
overlooked entirely during the first rush. 

Settlers found their way into the Spirit river and Grande Prairie sections 
by way of Peace river and Duvegan, a long, roundabout route, though the 
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only good trail. Later these same settlers, finding it necessary to do considerable 
freighting to and from Lesser Slave lake, and even Edmonton, located a shorter 
route from Spirit River to Grouard. Their wagon road is now almost paralleled 
by the railroad. The Smoky crossings are within 3 miles of each other, and the 
wagon road crosses the same township in which McLennan is located. 

With the opening of the wagon road from Grouard, attention began to be 
directed to areas of splendid land lying between Winagami and Kimiwan lakes, 
and the Smoky river, and settlement here has been rapid since the laying of 
steel: | 

McLennan is located on the south shore of Kimiwan lake. About this 
lake are large hay meadows. Northerly along the Central Canada railway is 
found rich, level land with open patches, but generally wooded. A number of | 
locations have been made at Camelia and at Reno, where the steel and the old 
Peace River wagon road converge to within a mile or two of each other, with 
the North Heart river between. Between McLennan and Smoky river, there 
is excellent land, gently undulating, with black loam on clay subsoil, and covered 
with light wood and numerous patches of prairie. A prosperous settlement 
of French speaking farmers has grown up here. It centres about the village of 
Falher which lies two or three miles south of Donnelly station. The erection of 
a large cathedral has been undertaken at this village and the settlement, which 
numbers upwards of 2,000 souls is making rapid progress. It extends westerly 
as far as Fowler, another station on the railway. Farther west and along the 
Smoky river are found fairly heavy spruce woods. 


Peace River 


The town of Peace River, the hub of the great district whose name it bears, 
has grown in a few short years from a rude collection of divers small buildings, 
clustered about the old trading posts, to a flourishing agricultural and business 
centre. The original trading post was located a few miles upstream from the 
present town, and about it the Shaftesbury Settlement blazed the way in grain 
growing in the Peace Valley. The newer posts and the town are beautifully 
located on sunny flats, nestling between high rolling banks immediately below 
the junction of the Smoky and Peace rivers, and at the mouth of the Heart. * 

Here the wagon road from Edmonton, winding its way down the narrow 
gorge-like valley of the Heart, reached the Peace, and the weary traveller caught 
his first glimpse of that great river, the name of which had lured him on over the 
long trail. 

A favourable spot for crossing the river was found at this location, and for 
many years a cable ferry has been in operation. The old Hudson’s Bay steam- 
boat Peace River here exchanged great bales of raw furs for supplies of all kinds 
which the freighters brought from Edmonton. It plied up and down the river, 
supplying the lonely outlying posts with provisions for a new year and bringing 
out their fur catch of the past year. The trail, interrupted by the river, resumed 
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its way westward, and after traversing the settlement of Shaftesbury, wound up 
the hill to the high plateau above, which it followed as far as Dunvegan. 

“Peace River Landing”’ and ‘‘Peace River Crossing’? were names variously 
applied in earlier days, but ‘‘Peace River’’ is now the official name of the town. 
The trail from Edmonton has served its purpose. The railroad now reaches 
the town, and the hardy freighter has gone to new fields. The trail to Dunvegan 
is still a much-travelled highway, as it serves a very fertile and thickly settled 
section of land west of the town. It is in good condition, and automobiles are 
regularly seen upon it. Grading has been commenced for the extension of the 
railroad which will follow this trail, as it has followed it from Edmonton, and the 
erection of a mighty bridge to span the river at Peace River town, has recently 
been accomplished. 

The Dominion Lands Agency for Peace River Land District is located here, 
also the posts of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and the Provincial Police. 
Railway, telegraph, telephone, and semi-weekly mail service keep the town in 
touch with the outside world. Two weekly newspapers are published. Schools 
churches, a hospital, and an immigration hall are among the public buildings. 

Various places of business supply the needs of the town and adjoining 
country. A Board of Trade and an Agricultural Society take active interest 
in the building up of the district. Coal has been found within 6 miles of the 
town, and gas and oil within its limits. The extent of these discoveries has not 
yet been determined, but development work is being continued. It is hoped 
these resources will soon be made available in commercially profitable quantities. 

Excellent farming land extends from the west side of the river right through 
to Dunvegan, the Sixth meridian being located midway. The chief centres of 
settlement in this part are: West Peace River, Shaftesbury, Bear Lake, Paul’s 
Corners, and Griffin Creek. North of West Peace River and Bear lake there is 
good land open for settlement as far as Whitemud river. A wagon road extends 
farther north to Battle or Notikewin river. There is excellent prairie land here. 
surrounded by fairly heavy timber. Large numbers of cattle have recently 
been taken into these parts. During the season of navigation the Battle prairies 
can be easily reached by steamer. A wagon road leads from the steamboat 
landing near the mouth of the river into the heart of the prairie, a distance of 
25 or 30 miles. Supplies are available at the trading post at the landing. 

The land surrounding the town of Peace River, on the same side of the 
river, is rough and broken by the junction of the Smoky and the Heart rivers 
with the Peace. There is, however, much good grazing land in numerous valleys 
and ravines. On the plateau above the valleys the soil is good but mostly wooded, 
and has some muskeg and marsh. While the choicest prairie locations have 
been pretty well taken up in this section, there are thousands of acres still 
available of land just as good, though requiring more work to bring under cultiva- 
tion. 

Since the completion of the railroad from Edmonton to Peace River, the 
northern trade has increased very rapidly. ‘Tourists are now able to go by rail 
and steamboat into the great Mackenzie and Arctic regions. Trappers, traders, 
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and prospectors are continually coming and going, and during the season of 
navigation Peace River has become a busy shipping point. Railroad surveys 
have been projected northerly to Fort Vermilion and Slave lake, and when the 
resources and beauties of the norh become better known it is expected that this 
town will play an important part in its development. 


Dunvegan 


Over one hundred years ago, barley, potatoes, and several varieties of garden 
vegetables were grown by the employees of the Northwest Company on the 
river flats adjoining their post at Dunvegan. The results are said to have been 
very satisfactory. Grains, grasses, and vegetables are now grown extensively in 
all sections around this early starting point, and the district is fast developing 
into one of the most promising portions of the’country. 

Dunvegan itself is now merely a landmark of an old Hudson’s Bay post. 
Its location is on the north shore of Peace river, 61 miles above the town of that 
name, and 18 miles by trail from Spirit River. The valley here is narrow and 
about 800 feet deep. A ferry has been installed, and is operated during the open 
season at the point where the wagon road crosses. The southern banks of the 
valley are thickly wooded. These woods, however, extend only a short distance 
beyond the top of the bank, when they give way to the Spirit River Prairie. The 
northern banks are rugged and broken, and almost bare of trees. The plateau 
above comprises a very extensive area of excellent land. 

When the Edmonton, Dunvegan and British Columbia Railway was first 
mooted, Dunvegan was represented as occupying a most strategic position in 
connection with its construction. It was forthwith ‘“‘townsited” and ‘‘boomed’”’ 
with the unfortunate result that inevitably follows such hasty and groundless 
exploits. The choice farming lands of this section lie on the high plateau to the 
north and south of the river valley. Transportation lines and centers of business 
are being established on these plateaus leaving Dunvegan itself practically 
deserted in the deep narrow valley below. 

North of Dunvegan there is excellent land as far as the Clear Hills, while 
easterly along the old trail from Peace River some of the best improved farms of 
the province are to be seen. The land has all been thrown open for settlement; 
very little is held in any form of reserve; consequently settlement has been 
uniform, and no ‘‘gaps’” have been left. Good roads, telegraphs, telephones, 
schools, and churches are among the advantages of this district. The buildings 
and fences are in a remarkable state of advancement for a new district. In fact, 
this can no longer be called a ‘‘new district.”” It has passed its pioneer stage 
and settled down to a prosperous well established community. 

Between Dunvegan and the Sixth meridian the principal centres are Water- 
hole, Vanrena, Friedenstall, and Bluesky. Finer farms cannot be found in any 
part of the West than in the vicinity of these villages. East of the Sixth meridian 
this fine settlement extends to the town of Peace River. 
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Spirit River 


The Spirit River prairie is not extensive, but comprises a few townships of 
excellent farm lands on a high plateau on the south bank of the Peace River, 
opposite Dunvegan. It was formerly reached from Edmonton by way of the 
Peace River Crossing and Dunvegan wagon road, being on the route that extend- 
ed from Dunvegan to Lake Saskatoon. Trading posts have carried on business 
here for many years, the fur trade with the Indians having been extensive. 
About these posts a settlement grew up, which was surveyed as such in 1907. 
Township surveys were extended in 1909, and settlement rapidly followed. 

The soil is a rich, deep, black loam, and vegetation is very luxuriant. Wheat, 
barley, oats, and all common vegetables yield abundantly. The surface of the 
country is level or gently rolling, with an altitude of 2,400 feet above sea-level. 
It comes within the influence of the warm ‘‘Chinook”’ winds, and is well adapted 
to mixed farming and stock raising. 

The town of Spirit River is the present terminus of the main line of the 
Edmonton, Dunvegan and British Columbia railway. Location and grading 
have been produced about 60 miles farther west, and a branch line runs south to 
Grande Prairie. Elevators and other shipping facilities provide ready outlet for 
farm produce. By the old wagon route it is 18 miles to Dunvegan and about 
83 to Peace River town. This road is in good repair, and much used by auto- 
mobiles. Auto liveries ply regularly between Peace River, Dunvegan, and Spirit 
River, and between Spirit River and Grande Prairie points. The section is well 
served by good roads and railroads, and presents a very prosperous appearance. 
It is surrounded by lands, partly broken and fairly heavily wooded, but with 
fertile soil everywhere. Much good land is still available, but will require more 
or less clearing. 

The town is well provided with schools and churches, telegraph and mail 
service, sawmills and business establishments, and has a Board of Trade actively 
engaged in furthering the interests of the district and assisting new-comers to 
locate. 


Grande Prairie 


This famous district comprises a vast prairie lying on a high plateau south of 
Peace river and between the Sixth meridian and British Columbia. It is bounded 
on the south by the Wapiti river and on the east by the Smoky river. Along 
its north runs a rough and wooded ridge dividing it from the Spirit river and 
Pouce Coupe prairies. Westerly it extends to the foothills of the Rockies. 
Its area exceeds two thousand square miles of as fine wheat growing land as can 
be found anywhere. The surface is level or gently rolling and the soil is a deep, 
rich, black loam on a clay subsoil. The valleys of the rivers and the outer 
edges of the district are wooded, but the main area is either open prairie or very 
lightly covered with bluffs of poplar and brush. 

Grande Prairie has been settled within the last eight to ten years. The 
main prairie and many choice adjoining spots have long since been taken up. 
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Settlement, however, continues to pour into the fringes of the district, where the 
presence of good soil outweighs the disadvantages of bush and small timber 
which must be cleared off before the land can be broken. Extensive settlements 
have been made along the Beaverlodge and Red Willow rivers. Excellent land 
is found in this section which is one of the most picturesque of Western Canada. 
Many large farms are already in full operation with the highest grade stock and 
the most modern equipment. There is still a little good land open for homestead- 
ing here but it is fast being taken up. 

The Grande Prairie district is reached by a branch line of the Edmonton, 
Dunvegan and British Columbia railway from Spirit river running southerly to 
within a few miles of Wapiti river and near Flying Shot Lake settlement. About 
its terminus has grown up the town of Grande Prairie, which has become the 
centre of business for the district whose name it bears. It is a thriving western 
town, and contains three elevators, a flour mill, several good stores and hotels, 
bank, large two story graded school, hospital, churches, immigration hall, 
_ creamery, and other enterprises. 

The Dominion Lands and Crown Timber office for Grande Prairie Land 
District is located here. Telegraph and telephone connections with Edmonton 
and local points are available. A weekly newspaper is published. A Board of 
Trade and an Agricultural Society take a live interest in furthering the welfare 
of town and country. 

Lake Saskatoon, 14 miles west of Grande Prairie, is a small village growing 
up around the old trading post located on the bank of Saskatoon lake. Its. 
location is both beautiful and historic. In the heart of the prairie it commands. 
a sweeping view, for miles in all directions, of waving fields of grain where but a 
few years ago all was wilderness. Before the building of the railroad it was. 
the distributing point for the district, being the last post on the old Edmonton- 
Peace river-Dunvegan wagon road. Railroad surveys have been projected 
from the south to this point, but no construction has yet taken place. In 
addition to the Hudson’s Bay, Revillon’s and the Peace River Trading Company’s. 
posts, there are various other places of business, also a bank, a weekly newspaper, 
post office, telegraph office, schools and churches. 

Bear Lake lies about 9 miles northwest of the town of Grande Prairie, and is. 
surrounded by land in a very advanced state of improvement and high cultivation. 
Here may be seen vegetable and flower gardens which cannot be surpassed for 
variety and yield anywhere in the West. Even ornamental and fruit trees and. 
shrubs, grown from seed, are progressing quite satisfactorily. ; 

Smoky and Wapiti rivers have deep valleys heavily wooded, and for some- 
miles on either side of these valleys the land is rough and broken, though much 
of it is good for grazing. At the junction of these rivers, 20 miles east of Grande: 
Prairie station, is the village of Bezanson, about which the land is very good. 
North and east from Bezanson there is good land, mostly lightly wooded, 
extending to Sturgeon Lake and High Prairie. 

Clairmont and Sexsmith, on the railway line, are springing up into flourishing: 
little towns in the midst of a well-improved section. Other centres are Kleskan. 
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Hill and Glen Leslie, lying between Grande Prairie station and Bezanson, Spitfire 
Lake, Niobe and Hermit Lake, centrally located, and Valhalla, Hythe, Beaver- 
lodge, and Halcourt, situated towards the western limits of the district. 

At Beaverlodge, the Experimental Farms Branch of the Dominion Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has been carrying on experimental work for several years, 
under the immediate supervision, and on the farm of Mr. W. D. Albright, with 
good results. Arrangements have been made to carry on this work on a much 

larger scale in the future, the experiments to include work with forage plants, 
cereals, and horticulture. Among the grains successfully grown here are winter 
wheat, hulless barley and hulless oats, the latter being the new “Liberty Ottawa” 
variety propagated at the Experimental Farm, Ottawa. Vegetables, small 
fruits and flowers make exceptionally attractive showings. 


Pouce Coupé 


The Pouce Coupé prairie lies in the south-eastern part of the Peace River 
Block in the province of British Columbia. It comprises several townships of 
gently rolling prairie and a number with scattered bluffs and light woods. The 
extent of this choice area is about 25 miles wide by 40 miles long. It is separated 
from Spirit River and Grande Prairie by high wooded plateaus on its east and 
south. To the north and west it extends to the rough wooded banks of the 
Peace and South Pine rivers. It is reached by a winter road following the 
railroad grade from Spirit river, a road from Grande Prairie by way of Lake 
Saskatoon, Beaverlodge and Hythe or a trail from a steamboat landing on Peace 
river to the north. 

The location of the main line of the Edmonton, Dunvegan and British 
Columbia railway passes through this district from east to west. Grading has 
been completed from the end of steel at Spirit River to Pouce Coupé village, a 
distance of about 55 miles, and it is hoped steel will shortly be laid. With 
railway facilities, this district promises to be one of the finest yet opened. Upon 
development of the coal and other resources of the upper sections of the Peace, 
and the completion of railway connection to the coast, undertakings which are 
but a matter of time, the value of this section will be further enhanced. The 
principal centres at present are Pouce Coupé and Rolla. 

The Pouce Coupé country is an excellent place for ranching. It is an elevated 
plateau of about 2,400 feet above sea-level, lying immediately to the east of the 
Rocky mountains and foothills. The soil is very rich, and wild hay and peavine 
grow abundantly. The influence of the warm ‘‘Chinook”’ winds is very marked. 
They sweep through the mountain passes and flood the entire district, from time 
to time, during the winter, sometimes removing the snow and giving pleasant 
respites from the cold. Even aside from these warm waves, the winters are 
short. Stock have been known to pasture out the year round, and the summers 
are particularly clear and fine. Wheat and all ordinary grains, grasses, and 
vegetables yield abundantly. The seasons are particularly free from severe 
storms and hail, and the climate generally is very pleasant. 
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Fort St. John 


Fort St. John in on the north bank of Peace river, on a small flat at the foot of 
steep rugged banks some 800 feet high. It is 178 miles by river above Dunvegan, 
and lies in the Peace River Block in the province of British Columbia. A wagon 
road from Dunvegan to Hudson Hope passes through it, and there is also a pack 
trail from Pouce Coupé. It was established decades ago as a Hudson’s 
Bay post. Later another trading post was opened which is now 
operated by Revillon Fréres. The provincial police of British Columbia have 
established a station here, and the Dominion Government a telegraph office. 
There are usually a number of Indians encamped about the post, as this is a rich 
fur district, and extensive trading is done. 

The Fort St. John district which is attracting farmers and ranchers lies north 
of the river on a high plateau. The land is level, and mostly open or very lightly 
wooded. The soil is good, and vegetation very luxuriant. Wild grasses and 
peavine grow in great profusion. The North Pine river lies to the north and 
east, and enters the Peace about 20 miles below the Fort. Its valleys are deep, 
and its many tributaries, with their deep ravines, tend to break up much of the 
country and make it too rough for grain growing. These valleys and hillsides 
afford good grazing. Taken on the whole, this district is well adapted to mixed 
farming and ranching. The snowfall is light, and the Chinook winds often keep 
the hillsides bare nearly all winter. 

The district is still remote from markets and civilization, but several families 
have recently located there, being attracted by the bracing climate and the 
fertility of the soil. Cattle in large numbers are now being taken in. With the 
extension of railways and development of the many resources of the upper Peace 
river regions, this section may be expected to be rapidly settled. 


Hudson Hope 


Hudson Hope is located on Peace river near the westerly limit of the Peace 
River Block. It is the gateway from the great plains to the mountain regions, 
being at the foot of Rocky Mountain canyon, where the river bursts through 
from the foothills to pursue its placid course beyond. In early days a trading 
post called ‘‘Rocky Mountain House’’ was located at the upper end of the 
canyon. This was replaced by a post,at the foot of the caynon, about which two 
other trading posts and a few scattered buildings have sprung up. These con- 
stitute the present Hudson Hope. Steamboats ply up and down during the 
open season from the town of Peace River, some 229 miles, and there is con- 
siderable travel by canoe from Prince George. This route, by canoe and portage, 
is approximately 300 miles. A wagon road, some 14 miles in length, leads past 
the canyon to the upper waters of the Peace, which are navigable for steamers. 
Various trails lead out to the haunts of the trapper and prospector, for this district 
is rich in fur and has wonderful mineral possibilities. Great deposits of coal are 
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S.S. D. A. Thomas at Peace River 
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known to exist above the canyon, and indications of various precious metals are 
in evidence. 

On the plateaus on both sides of the river there is considerable good agri- 
cultural land. The soil is sandy loam, and the surface is gently rolling and 
lightly wooded. A trail leads south 18 miles to Moberly lake, where there is 
~ some excellent soil and luxuriant pasture. This lake is filled with whitefish. 
There is an Indian reserve at each end of it, but very few white settlers. 

A number of homesteads have been located about the post, and a few along 
the river flats between the post and Fort St. John. On these flats the land is 
excellent and very heavy yields of grain and vegetables are harvested every 
year. 

Hudson Hope is now provided with telegraphic service, the Edmonton- 
Peace River government telegraph line having recently been extended through 
to it. It holds a very strategic position, and may become an important point 
when this part of the territory is developed, but at present is well in advance of 
settlement and does not warrant any boom. 


Fort Vermilion 


The last great area of virgin plains still remaining practically untouched by 
the tide of settlement which is sweeping over other portions of the Peace River 
district lies away to the north around the old trading post of Fort Vermilion. 
Last to receive its share of this human tide, and yet first to let the world know of 
its riches and possibilities, this primitive post still stands guard in the heart of a 
vast solitude which will soon echo with the busy life of thousands of homes. 
Beautifully situated on the low, broad valley of the Peace, where the waters are 
wide and placid and the high steep bluffs have given way to gently sloping banks 
scarcely higher than the valley itself, the quaint cluster of buildings stands out in 
bold relief and presents an inspiring front, 

The simple daily routine of duties, the quiet methodical trading-post 
customs, the little groups of Indians loitering about the post, or the flutter of 
excitement when the steamboat whistle is heard, give the traveller a pleasant 
glimpse of that life so closely associated with the early settlement of the west 
when the trader was monarch of all he surveyed. Located about 250 miles 
north of the town of Peace River, cut off from the outside world except for 
steamboat service during a few summer months, and with its interest focused on 
the fur trade of its own great district, the little post has lived its own life and 
retained its simple customs far from the stress and worry of greater centres. The 
dawn of a new era is just approaching, but the transition will be rapid. 

About the post are clustered the Hudson’s Bay buildings, including a 
modern 50-barrel roller flour mill, steam driven and electric lighted, and a saw 
and shingle-mill; the Roman Catholic mission; to the east the English Church 
mission; to the western end of the flat the new post of the Peace River Trading 
Company; and on the opposite side of the river at North Vermilion, Revillon’s 
post. Two striking farms, a few miles up river, the Lawrence farm at Lawrence 
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Point and the Jones farm at Stoney Point, have for twenty years been producing 
all varieties of grains and vegetables. For over a quarter of a century, wheat 
has been raised about the post, and the possibilities of the district have long 
since been established. Recently several new settlers have arrived some of 
whom have brought considerable numbers of cattle and horses. 

For 150 miles along the river, from Carcajou to Vermilion chutes, and 
extending 25 or 30 miles on either side, lies one of the most fertile plains of the 
American continent. The surface is level or gently rolling, and the soil is a rich 
deep loam on a sandy clay subsoil. Many hay meadows are found, and a small 
percentage of the surface is light muskeg. A few sandy ridges occur, usually 
covered with jack pine. Much of this area is prairie, but the predominating 
feature is its park-like nature. Bluffs and small clumps of poplar and birch, 
with patches of open prairie intervening, or extensive prairies with occasional 
small poplars scattered singly here and there, is the prevailing nature of the 
surface. 

Spruce and heavier poplar and cottonwood are found along the waterways. 
Willow, alder, and other bushes are found on low land but are not as plentiful as 
in the Edmonton district. Building logs, fencing material, and fuel can be found 
within easy distance of any location, while the shelter for stock obtained from the 
light woods is an advantage the bald prairie does not possess. Most of the land 
requires but little clearing, and the soil is remarkably easy to break. The 
choicest park lands comprise over a million acres, while another two million 
acres of excellent land will require but little clearing to fit it for cultivation. 
There still remain several million acres of good land, fairly easy to clear or drain, 
and which, when brought under cultivation, will give excellent returns. 

The luxuriant growth of all vegetation, and the rapidity with which it 
matures, seem remarkable considering the latitude of the district, Fort Vermilion 
being in latitude 58° 25’ north. The altitude, however, is low, being about one 
thousand feet above sea-level, which offsets, to a certain extent, the northern 
latitude. The length of day during the summer season also hastens vegetation, 
the summers, though short, having almost continual daylight. Summer frosts 
and hail are very rare, and total crop failures from any cause are unknown. 

The Dominion Government has established an experimental station under 
the immediate supervision and on the farm of Mr. Robt. Jones at Stoney Point, 
and during the past eight years extensive tests have been made to determine the 
degree of success which could be obtained with various cereals, forage plants, 
fruits, and vegetables under normal conditions. The results have been most 
gratifying. On the Sheridan Lawrence farm a stone flour-mill has been in 
operation for over twenty years, and a roller mill has been lately installed. 
Flour made from wheat grown in this district has been supplied to the northern 
trade continuously, and great quantities were disposed of to the Klondike miners 
during the rush of 98. A shipment of 9,000 bushels of wheat was made from the 
Lawrence farm to Fort William in the spring of 1917, and created wide interest. 
The long haul and high freight rates were overcome by the high price prevailing 
at that time. This is not a normal condition, however, and until railway 
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facilities are provided for shipping the grain, this district must find its markets 
nearer home. ‘The northern trade,.rapidly expanding, will provide markets for 
many years to come. 

While the district is exceptionally well adapted to wheat growing, it is also 
well suited to stock raising and mixed farming. Keeping in view the market 
possibilities, it should prove an excellent field for mixed farming, dairying, and 
small cattle ranches. The Keg river valley contains thousands of acres of the 
finest grazing lands to be found anywhere. The Hay river valleys, Hay Lake 
prairies, and Buffalo Head hills also contain much excellent grazing land. 

The Hudson’s Bay Company have outposts at Red River, a few miles below 
Vermilion chutes, at Hay river and Keg river, and also a warehouse at Carcajou. 
Revillon Fréres have outposts at Hay river and Keg river, with a warehouse at 
Carcajou. The Peace River Trading Company also has an outpost at Hay river, 
which is reached by a wagon road running about 100 miles north-westerly from 
Fort Vermilion. The fur trade at this outpost is very extensive, it being the 
chief trading centre of the Slavey tribe of Indians, whose hunting grounds extend 
from Hay lakes to Great Slave lake. Between this post and Great Slave lake are 
found the wonderful Alexander Falls, whose height and beauty rival the mighty 
Niagara. 

Westerly from the post, a pack trail leads about 75 miles up stream to the 
Hay lakes. About these lakes lies an extensive plain, level and fertile, and 
producing yearly hundreds of thousands of tons of hay. Much of this area, 
however, is low and wet and subject to annual flooding, which renders it unfit for 
grazing the year round. Along the wagon road from Fort Vermilion to Hay 
River post for the first 50 miles, is found the finest land one could wish to see, 
Buffalo Prairie being a particularly beautiful stretch of country. The divide 
between the Peace and Hay watersheds is high and stony, and stony land 
is also found for the remainder of the distance to Hay River post, but it is covered 
with a luxuriant growth of wild hay and peavine. It is well watered, and would 
make an excellent ranching district. The Watt mountains lie immediately to the 
west, and are well wooded. 

A good wagon road leads from Fort Vermilion to Keg River post, and from 
the post to the bank of the Peace at Carcajou. Along this road the land is 
exceptionally good. A little heavy bush in encountered, and many large hay 
meadows are seen where the Beaver Indians make hay for their horses. For 30 
miles before reaching the post the road runs through one of the finest ranching 
valleys to be found anywhere, covered with peavine waist high, watered by a 
good strong stream, and sheltered by woods on either side. A number of town- 
ships have been recently surveyed and thrown open for settlement in this 
district. 

From Keg River post a pack trail runs to Battle or Notikewin river from 
whence it is widened out again to make a wagon road to the town of Peace River. 
Steps are being taken to cut.out this last section of pack trail so as to give a 
wagon road from Peace River to Fort Vermilion. 
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South and east of Fort Vermilion, numerous trails lead across the great 
stretches of beautiful rolling land extending to the Buffalo Head hills and the 
Wabiskaw river, where rich grazing lands and valuable timber areas are found. 

This great district has wonderful possibilities and a delightful climate. At 
present it is diffcult of access, except in summer time, and cut off from other 
sections of the Peace River district and the outside world. It is reasonable to 
expect that within a short time a good wagon road from Peace River will be 
provided. With a mail and stage service operating on this road the year round, 
this objection will be removed to a large extent. Railway explorers have been 
looking over various routes into the district, and even beyond, as far as Great 
Slave lake. No doubt in time steel will be laid through the district, but this 
cannot be depended upon as an immediate move. 

The following tables prepared from data supplied by the Director of 
Experimental Farms speak more forcibly of the possibilities of the Fort Ver- 
milion district than mere words:— 


EXPERIMENTAL Station, Fort Vermilion, 1917. 1 Result of Grain Tests* 




















No. Yield in 
Variety Date sown Date cut days bushels 
maturing per acre 
Wheat 
ROC Lies A ncantmin tt eta a. cyey eee Mayios stews August. 15 99 64 
NIST IS ea eee ta chs Siete Sr Ae Nay eee LO Bos 99 69 
EAT OWA RU IRE ale eh ae ae ber ae ne Seeba haan arate Ate. ie UB 99 62 
Pee liider: Se ut een ede ae ee sd 5 No AOR - (Oe oc 95 48 
SHEA TILOW ear sont ayo a hone cen eee MOS Nae aes One en 99 66 
Bishop are ee eee eee SOND ins dn Seer = LOAneoe 99 66 
Berle 
SN HIS Or Xe par ME Rc ee ne ee. cee May 14 26 oue: August. 14... .... 92 61 
Champion... 2 Oe er eon clea: Seer ae °F ta sie 92 65 
Manchitrianes. Ac betta ere oe Oe AY ka 2 > 5 A emhiceet 9 774 
Canadian | houchtt.. oss fa oe. PULA Ae 5 ses _ TAP eae 92 96 
HinllesseWhitese 5c faa ee eee oe PRAM 9% 32 bra 92 623 
Oats 
Ba iter tee. 8 leases ee ob te eee is WEE ges ee Auctistel2. ue: 92 153 
AEG oars (Cnn eer ee en nite dow Seine MRS ee _ Uae we: 92 125 
TmiproveceLicowort<) steer elect. 2 ee ~ te 92 1283 
SOMA rs ss Se Ten UE hs. cat stn ‘ Da gaee 88 81 
Debnerye so Las ah oe eee a ae ee < ir ey 92 100 
Blaclo Mesdacis . ees ce eee 3 3 U Ae 2a 92 88 
Garson’s Regenerated Abundance.| “ 12....... - Lae 92 155 
| pas Peas 
PRE Ur eee stey.. one ees, pipers NEaIe Oe eae tae August 1 102 47 
Priscila lic tots aot eee we 8 Poh aes a Ser tee 102 453 
Also spring rye, 60 bushels, and flax 21 bushels per acre 











* Director of Experimental Farms, Dept. Agriculture, Ottawa 


50 The Peace Raver. District. 


List of Produce successfully: grown in open field under normal, conditions without use of green- 
house or irrigation, 1917* 


Product Remarks 

Asparagus. x28. TEM, LPAe ge eee le one In use end of May 

Apples. ed oan «haut Baars suave ee eee tet ae eens Crab trees bearing; also 1 Robin, several 
varities young trees 

Alfalta Wi30:22 5's 2 Pees. PR es ence Meee eens Over 4 tons per acre 

Bean Sic. ¢ casks alk en oN net eee te eae ee Several varieties all matured 

BSCCUS io ods o's so msue cae ERR e ot ne ene ere eee eee Excellent crop 

Brussels Sprouts isis Gels. eae oe Ree ees eee i 

Brome ‘Grass yin ea Se he ee Ee ee A heavy crop 

Celery. ccccrs giels on pa ee ee ee eee ee eee Weight 10 lbs. per dozen 

Ganary’ Grasst):22332.-2 Gat. eee eee. eee ee 4 tons per acre 

Carrotsiiec% 0c cehy Sac Gee ne eis ee eee ee eee Several varieties. Heavy yield 

Cucumber.) $i cic 32 cases ee eee toc ages eee a eee Heavy yield, green. Did not ripen 

Groh gs MI are tee tote CAEN, Ge RR a oe ea ASR dnd Sweet table corn fully matured. Field 
and ensilage yielded up to 70 tons 
per acre 

Babbage... osc) ede ceaennine Memes teeta cee eae Re Very fine samples 

Cauliflower: ... ics oS ee Ae ee ee See eee - 

GUPTA tsa US «..:4)vck ase ens TT ee ea» eee Eee Black, red and white, 23 varieties in all 
Excellent yields 

Cherries si: : \... 42ers ee ae ee ee eas Young trees 

BBL OW GES sexqrsrcter sss’ Sib coeur esc upset edie ers os Ta ooo 76 varieties blooming. Very beautiful 
and luxuriant 

CG OOSCDELLIES »..<) icrars Sag snk fois ep age testoban or 6 eR ole eee A good yield 

Reettices. sctedt-a. eee «ee ree eae een, oe A heavy crop 

IONS £5. sis Ce reese IY 2, eet ene eae t 

Orchard. GrasSigeene eee «2 ae eee Oates ee ee 

RZAT STUD . \.ciye.0! ten AM ee cies Re re Oe Sera are i 

I ATSICY . . 5 ois a comets Bids oe ae ee ee eee ee . 

PvMP KS: \¢ 55185 Bee hes oe ene ne Se Fully matured 

IOtAtOES . .4:s saa eee sc oe ee ae ere ee Several varieties. Yield up to 450 bus. 

per acre 

ISCAS oc Fa cars AGES Re A eee ne tee eenener eens Table and field peas. Excellent crops 

BRUCLISIVGS . 0: onc 0te.co cee Met, Re ee th Ss aoe ea ee Very early 

Rhidtbarbs,, «i's seep eedere te ot ne oe neanee Rar neta, ey, ee eae Doing well 

Raspberries. .). 4d eeaae va tee Mo eee 6 Meebo eieene Two varieties yielded well 

Waye (SEASS <2.) edhe a eects oes ae ys Oe ecto A heavy crop 

mquash . aot. sc. Rs centri e ree iee in. Aire OF ce cae Fully matured 

Sr 9S. 25 Weise cs Ned SR ence ieee eee nga re A beautiful array of ornamental and 
flowering shrubs 

BSALLTIL OLD «ay awl ss > ooo ate Petes Ste eee aL ciclo A heavy crop 

Straw berries: )s..\,eprenvct \ ohn beset ee ene set Excellent yield 

Soinach jock es SOP ako. Be Oe ARR ee ee os 

ugar ‘beets i. SUPE wae c ete nae ene ee eee eee A heavy crop 

Momatoes 5s rsa Pas eee ae ee eee eee Could be ripened if plants were started 
in greenhouse 

ARUh g oi Cc RRR | Coe enGA Ls sete 3. tie tr 6S let Me Sea ees Ae Heavy yield 

SO GN Y 12 1c ye RG ae ee eae nC ee ee A heavy crop 

Veoetable Marrow ).c'. catkins cee. oe eee Fully matured 








* Superintendent Experimental Station, Fort Vermilion, 


Publications and Information Available. 5B 


Publications and Information Available 


The Government of Canada and the provincial Governments of Alberta and 
British Columbia offer all reasonable inducements and assistance to encourage 
the development of the Great Peace River District. Progressive steps have been 
taken to open it up by establishing lines of communication and transportation on 
land and river, and by building roads and bridges. Telegraph, telephone, and 
mail service keep it in touch with the older parts of the country. Law and order 
are rigidly enforced and maintained, and life and property efficiently protected. 
Educational and social advantages are provided. Adviceand assistance is given 
the homesteader in the choice of his location, the methods of farming his land and 
the securing of his live stock. Crown lands are given free to homesteaders on 
complying with easy conditions; minerals may be staked and recorded on pay- 
ment of small fees; and, generally speaking, he who assists in the development 
of the country may reap his’ own reward. The resources are there, the 
district offers them to bona fide settlers who will make their homes there and 
become citizens of the Great Empire of which this corner is but a small part. To 
those who are willing to faithfully undertake a few years of pioneering, the 
opportunities for success are indeed promising. 


Various useful maps and publications are available for free distribution, in 
addition to copies of official regulations relating to the disposal of resources. 


When writing for maps the applicant should endeavour to state specifically 
the scope which it is desired such maps should cover. Requests for informaticn 
concerning any particular locality should be made to the local Agent of Dominion 
Lands. For information of a general character, maps, and particulars of the 
regulations governing the disposal of Dominion lands, timber berths, grazing 
leases, mineral rights, water-powers and irrigation schemes, applicants should 
address the Natural Resources Intelligence Branch, Department of the Interior, 
Ottawa. This branch will, where necessary, refer without delay queries requiring 
the special attention of any other office, to the proper authorities. Reports of the 
Experimental Stations at Fort Vermilion and Beaverlodge, and general information 
pertaining to agriculture, are availabale from the Director, Experimental Farms, 
Department of Agriculture, Ottawa. The Deputy Minister, Mines Department, 
Ottawa, should be addressed for reports relating to mineralogy and geology. 


Particulars of provincial legislation affecting the district, game regulations, 
schools and other matters controlled by the local governments, are to be obtained 
on application to the Publicity Commissioner, Edmonton, Alta., or in the case of 
British Columbia to the Provincial Bureau of Information, Victoria, B.C. 
Additional sources of information are shown on the following table:— 
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TABLE of Miscellaneous Information 














Subject 


Freight and Passenger Rates and Timetable E.D. & B. 
C. Railway and Central Canada Railway 


CC 


Steamboat Rates and Time Table 


Information re business opportunities 


se eer oer ee wee we ee se 


Information re Homesteads open in a particular town- 
oe 
ship 


Information re soldier settlement 


Apply to 


rather Vianager, Eo. pb Crakk vy: 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


The Transportation Mgr., Peace River 
Development Corporation, Peace 
River, Alberta 

The District Mgr., Hudon’s Bay Com- 
pany, Edmonton, Alberta 


Peace River Navigation Co., Ltd., Peace 
River, Alberta 


The Secretary, The Board of Trade, 


Peace» ‘River; “Alberta, ‘or Spirit 
River, Alberta, or Grande Prairie, 
Alberta 


The Agent of Dominion Lands in whose 
district the township lies 

The District Superintendent, Soldier 

Settlement Board, Edmonton, Al- 

berta. 
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